P.Sc. 357  East Europe in Transition   Winter 2008    Prof. Farkas

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is an advanced level politics course emphasizing research.  It presumes that you have either lower level comparative politics classes, a background course in another discipline, or a driving interest in the subject matter.  One or more of these are required.  The academic focus is on rigorous comparison and analysis of the recent political experiences of those central and east European political systems that are transitioning from Communism to new forms of authority.  This is important to the "health" of these systems and may be especially instructive in terms of the developmental path of others systems trying to crystallize democratic and capitalist mechanisms. The issues, problems and fluid nature of politics in the region make the task of academic scrutiny especially challenging.  Students that make this sort of effort will be rewarded with discovering a fascinating, intriguing and crucial insight into how our world works.  Review the syllabus and be sure that this is the course you want to commit yourself to for the next ten weeks.  You will be challenged to process both quantitative and qualitative information.  You will be expected to refine your presentation skills via written and oral opportunities.  You will be given a chance to intellectually stretch in new directions and test your own abilities.  Be sure that you can devote a large portion of your term to this enterprise.  I guarantee it will not be among the easiest courses you have taken at the University.  

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Please read and THINK about the following list.  If you choose not to do these things, it will not be possible for you to complete this course in a satisfactory way.

(a) All readings from the text must be done on time … that is, BEFORE the lecture/discussion deals with the subject.  Every student is also individually responsible to receive and read materials that are distributed in class.

(b) Class attendance is crucial.  The intellectual constructs crucial to this class will be developed in class.  Lectures will introduce information that is NOT in the text.  Students are expected to attend EVERY class.

(c) Three research projects each with a different focus and character.  No late work will be accepted.  

(d) A comprehensive final exam constructed around one or two seminal essay questions.

(e) Class preparation and participation are required!
MATERIALS & READINGS:

Farkas, Democratization of the Balkans, Univ. Press of New England, 2008
White, et al., Developments in Central and East European Politics / 4, 

                                                                Duke University Press, 2007

One of the following: Drakulic, How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed

                                  Seierstad, With Their backs to the World
FACULTY-STUDENT CONTACT

Experienced university students know that it is wise to use the opportunity to visit and consult with professors during their office hours.  If those hours are impossible, propose to meet at another time.  It is YOUR responsibility to use this “out-of-class” time to clarify questions you have that have not become clear in class, raise questions or thoughts about other ideas, or simply to come to understand better the professor’s thinking about any subjects at all.  If you do this, it will be easier for your professors to deal with you and your uniqueness.

Students are certainly entitled to all the guidance and assistance that we can provide.  This course is committed to that principle.  Only you know when and how you need help.  Try to remember that it is your education and YOU must do your part to sketch in how this plan (syllabus) best works for you.  I am looking forward to knowing and working with you!  As veteran students, you should not need prodding in this direction.

Formal Office Hours:    990 W. Fullerton Ave.  Room 2207

                     Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9-10am;  12-1pm
                         All other times by arrangement …

      Office phone: 773 325-1977      Home phone:  847 251-2671

      dfarkas@depaul.edu                 
GRADES

A simple “point” system is used.  100 points will be awarded during the term for your work.  Totals above 60 will be “passing.”  60s = D  70s = C  80s = B  90s = A

Final exam                       
(20) 

Three research projects 
(20 points each)

           Significant participation   
20 @ 1 per class max.  (20 pts. total)
As per University regulations, no incompletes grades will be submitted without prior arrangement.  That means that unless there is an explicit discussion between student and professor about an incomplete, one cannot be assigned.
EXAMS

A final exam will be designed to encourage you to "synthesize" our efforts and your thinking in the class.  This will take the form of a "take home" essay with a two day preparation period.  It will be evaluated based on content, clarity and structure.
“The Reading Log”   This is a technique for helping you discipline yourselves and to enhance your ability to recover ideas for our discussions.  It is optional but has proven to be a very fine way to insure that you understand the material. A single page of the log is prepared for every class.  These can be kept in a loose-leaf notebook and should be brought to class regularly.  You will notice that it requires you to indicate the actual reading done, the central subject/topic, one key question you have of the reading, and one key quote from the reading.

“The Internet Log”  You also have a form for notes on your internet (RFERL) data.  You will select one item relating to East European politics to examine closely and “log” it from the daily news service. You can choose "nationalism," "Kosovo," "Bosnia," or something else that is of special interest to you.  See “web-sites” below

Three RESEARCH Projects:

Project 1

DEMOCRACY: Public Opinion

Each student will draw two variables out of the EuroBarometer data set (or other public opinion polling data) on attitudes from the region.  Focus can be on party identification, economic liberalization, EU accession or democratization.  Presentations by power point or transparencies.  Limit 4 slides; the last MUST summarize findings.  All variables must be approved by January 8.  Project due January 22.  .

Project 2

DEMOCRACY: Institutions

Each student will collect and organize data from all target systems on one institutional variable.  The data will be presented by either a brief power point presentation OR a brief presentation using overhead transparencies.  In either case, the presentation is limited to 3 "slides."  The last of these MUST summarize those propositions that can be drawn from the data.  Variables must be approved by Prof. Farkas by February 5 at the latest.  Project due: February 19.  

Each student shall choose EITHER project 3, 4 or 5  that follows  …
Project 3

Ultra-Nationalism Project: Intolerance & Violence

Each student will create a short research report identifying the kind, size, ideology, leadership, and symbolism of a nationalist group in a single designated East

European country.  This must include the target group(s) i.e. those identified as the "enemy.".  The organizational scheme for the report follows:

· Name & symbols of the political group ………………….. 1/2 page

· Specific leaders & thumbnail bio(s) ………………………. 1/2 page

· Rhetoric & ideology (including "enemy")………………..  1 page

· Estimate of following & pol. representation  ……….  1/2 page

                                (office holders or legislators)

· Policy advocacy / key issues …………………………………..  1 page

· Reflect on pension to intolerance / violence ……..  1/2 page
    Project due:  March 4.

Project 4 

Kosovo Project: Final Solution

Each student will examine carefully the "reality" in Kosovo.  Keeping practical politics, viability and international politics in sharp focus, suggest the outlines of a "final solution" for Kosovo.  You need to methodically explain and rationalize each proposal.  Details and awareness of costs and payoffs are crucial.  The form to be followed is:

· Specific details of political solution ……………………………. 1 page
· Economic implications …………………………………………………….. 1 page

· Key "players" to provide enforcement ………………………. 1 page

· Evaluate "solution" in terms of locus of authority, 

       bases of legitimacy, economic viability, 

       policy-making resources, tolerance, and any other 

                       element crucial to your thinking ………………………………. 1 page
       Project due: March 4.

Project 5

Bosnia Project: Political Architecture

Each student will examine the current "realities" in Bosnia and construct a sophisticated proposal for moving that political system into the future.  Keeping practical politics, viability and international politics in sharp focus, suggest the outlines of a "healthier" Bosnia.  You need to explain and rationalize each proposal.  Details and awareness of costs and payoffs are crucial.  The form to be followed is:

· Specific details of political solution ……………………………. 1 page
· Economic implications …………………………………………………….. 1 page

· Key "players" to provide enforcement ………………………. 1 page

· Evaluate "solution" in terms of locus of authority, 

       bases of legitimacy, economic viability, 

       policy-making resources, tolerance, and any other 

                       element crucial to your thinking ………………………………. 1 page
       Project due: March 4.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
“Academic honesty” is crucial to our enterprise.  The faculty has effective ways of investigating suspicious cases.  To avoid any possibility, cite all sources and consult with your professor if you have any questions.  University regulations are clear and will be followed in cases requiring such action.  This is an essential “rule of the game” and all students should do their own thinking and attribute ideas to their originators. The official university policy follows:

Plagiarism is a major form of academic dishonesty involving the presentation of the work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following: (1) the direct copying of any source… whether published or unpublished, in whole or in part, without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else's; (2) copying of any source in whole or in part with only minor changes in wording or syntax even with acknowledgement; (3) submitting as one's own work a report, examination paper… that has been prepared by someone else. This includes research papers purchased from any other person or agency. The paraphrasing of another's work or ideas without proper acknowledgement is unacceptable.
CLASSROOM DECORUM

It is very important that in framing one’s behavior you are cognizant that what you do DOES affect others.  For this reason and a number of other pedagogical ones, I ask that you arrive at class on time, refrain from talking to other students during class, refrain from using cell phones or PDAs if unrelated to class work, and eat or drink only in unobtrusive ways.  Clean up after yourself.  Your university experience is an opportunity to learn both intellectual and other constructive behaviors.  I also ask that some chairs near the door be left open so that the late arrivers will not disturb the class.  

USEFUL WEB-SITES

Your professor has a web-site that has a great deal of information on it.  You will find one section specifically on the course you are taking and information about other courses taught by Prof. Farkas.     http://condor.depaul.edu/~dfarkas
Also be sure to “pull up” and scrutinize   http://www.rferl.org.
Also check out:  http://www.palinstravels.co.uk/static-206.
ABSENCES

Over the years, I have simply declined to make judgments about the “validity” of student “reasons” for missing class.  Being there is YOUR responsibility!  Whether your reason is good or mushy, the reality is that you missed some important work.  To this end, it is unwise to miss ANY class.  If you miss class, I will assume YOU made a judgment that something else was “more important” in your view.  While I may not share that view, the important thing is that you made the decision.  All decisions have consequences.  In the end, YOU ARE responsible for the work we did in that class!   It is especially crucial that you NOT miss any classes at the beginning of the term.  If that is necessary, it would be wise to change your registration!
DUE DATES for work to be submitted …
The mechanics of this course will require that each of you complete work by the deadline.  It may well seem inflexible but the pace at which we need to move from one topic to the next makes this essential.  Please assess carefully if you have the time and discipline to meet these deadlines.  They don't call them "dead" lines for nothing!

Special note about the readings:

One could describe the readings for this course as asymmetrical, that is, without perfect parallel with the lecture/discussions.  One option is to read the material at the time assigned.  Another option would be to give both books a quick read ASAP (as soon as possible).  This would have some real advantages especially for those less accustomed to contemporary political literature.  This second plan would then involve re-reading the segments as they appear in the syllabus.  Students with the highest expectations and ambitions should commit to this latter strategy.

CLASS SCHEDULE (Subject to change)

YOU are responsible for learning about changes to the schedule.  

January 3    Background:  The Region & Regional history                     
January 8    Comparing, Methods & Focus                 

White, Ch. 1        
January 10    Building "Models"                                                 Hand-out & 

                                                                                                 White select Ch. 3,4, 5, or 6
January 15    DEMOCRACY: Public Opinion & Values                 White, Ch. 12, Farkas, Ch. 1    
January 17    Nationalism, Patriotism, & Political Culture          White, Ch. 2, Farkas, Ch. 2, 3
January 22   Research Presentations/discussion
       Read either Drakulic or Seierstad
January 24   DEMOCRACY: Institutions / EU vs. non-EU
White, Ch. 7, Farkas, Ch. 4, 5
January 29   Executive – Legislative institutions

White, Ch. 9, 10, 11
January 31   Law / Legitimacy




Farkas, Ch. 6, 7
February 5   Economic Reality




White, Ch. 15
February 7   Media / Civil society



White, Ch. 13
February 12  Democracy: Leadership
    

Revisit either Drakulic or Seierstad
February 24  



    


White, Ch. 8
February 19  Introduction to the BALKANS        

Farkas, revisit Ch. 2-7          

February 21  "Nationalism"   (video)                                         Road to Nowhere

February 26  Violence in the Balkans (causes & consequences)     
February 28  Look at Institutional Variables/Inventory of Challenges
          White, Ch. 16     
March 4        Research Presentations / Discussion
    Revisit either Drakulic or Seierstad
March 6        Prognoses: discussion



Farkas, Ch. 8
March 11       Real People & Politics

                Revisit either Drakulic or Seierstad
Final Exam    "Take home essay"  Distributed on   Friday, March 14th  

                                                  Due:   Monday, March 16th 1:30pm
Electronic submissions are OK but it is the responsibility of each student to be sure I can open and read the submitted work. If received, I will send a very brief acknowledgement via e-mail.
READING LOG for P.Sc. 357                 Date: _________________

          duplicate as needed …
Assigned Reading: _________________________________________

Time invested: ________________________

General Topic: ____________________________________________
Selected Quote: 

Unknown Names: _________________________________________
Key Dates: _______________________________________________
Unknown Words:  _________________________________________
Key Question from Reading:

_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Anything else …

RFE/RL  Log                                                 duplicate as needed …
Date:  ___________________       

General Description of “News”  (foreign policy related)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Two keys facts: ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

(
(   Singular report        (   On-going topic          (  Especially  important 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:  ___________________       

General Description of “News”

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Two keys facts: ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

(
(   Singular report        (   On-going topic          (  Especially  important 

