P.Sc. 251                  RUSSIAN POLITICS       Winter 2010               Prof. Farkas

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is an intermediate level politics course.  It does not presume any background in the subject matter.  However, students are certainly welcome if they  have some background.  The academic focus is on politics and political issues in contemporary Russia.  Because the information is quite new to most students, it will require serious effort and very regular attention to the readings and 

lectures.  The challenge associated with understanding the contemporary politics of the Russian system is a daunting one.  The issues, problems and fluid nature of politics are hard to grasp.  Students that make this effort will be rewarded with discovering a fascinating and intriguing system.  Review the syllabus and be sure that this is the course to which you want to commit yourself for the next ten weeks.  We will deal with history quite briefly.  Students will find course options in history that can provide an insight into19th and 20th century Russian affairs.  In

practical terms, we will provide a platform of information on the current state of politics, a focused look at the political leadership and some careful examination of the issues that affect people and organizations in Russia.  This course examines internal politics and P.Sc. 243 RUSSIAN FOREIGN POLICY examines the international dimensions of the subject.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Please read and THINK about the following list.  If you choose not to do these things, it will not be possible for you to complete this course in a satisfactory way.

(a)  All readings from the text must be done on time … that is, BEFORE the lecture deals with the subject.        

(b) Class attendance is crucial.  Virtually all of your questions can be addressed in class.  This is the key 

opportunity to “complete” the process of understanding what you have read.  Lectures will introduce 
information that is NOT in the text.  Students are expected to attend EVERY class. 

(c)  Every class (except the first and last) will involve a 3 question “quiz” via clickers.  
(d)  Short research paper 

(e)  A comprehensive final exam. 

(f)  Class preparation to ask or answer questions in the classroom setting.

MATERIALS & READINGS

Remington, POLITICS IN RUSSIA, Pearson Longman, Sixth Edition, 2009
Daily reading of internet source: Moscow News.  Additional reading as distributed.
FACULTY - STUDENT CONTACT

Experienced university students know that it is wise to use the opportunity to visit and consult with professors during their office hours.  If those hours are impossible, propose to meet at another time.  It is YOUR responsibility to use this “out-of-class” time to clarify questions you have, raise questions or thoughts about other ideas, or simply to come to understand better the professor’s thinking about anything at all.  If you do this, it will be easier for your professors to deal with you and your uniqueness. Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential. To ensure that you receive the most appropriate reasonable accommodation based on your needs, contact me as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first week of class), and make sure that you have contacted the PLuS program office and/or the Office for Students with Disabilities.
Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday 9:00-9:30am; 2:30-3:30pm  &  Thursday 4:00-5:00pm           990 Fullerton #2207   Office phone: 773 325-1977  Home phone:  847 251-2671  
E-mail:  dfarkas@depaul.edu                
GRADES

A simple “point” system is used.  110 points will be awarded during the term for 

your work.  Totals above 60 will be “passing.”  60s = D  70s = C  80s = B  90s = A

Final exam (40), Daily --18 -- clicker quizzes (50), Research paper (20). 

FINAL EXAM 

Questions will be “objective.”  No single form of question will be used but questions will be largely factual and will be drawn substantially from the reading, lectures and videos.  Types will include “True or False,”  “Fill-in the Blank,” “Short Answer,” “Matching,”  “Differentiate,”  “Define” or any other form that suits the information sought.  You will be limited to the space on the exam form for your answers.  The final will likely include one essay question requiring you to draw on your readings and lectures throughout the term.   

To deal with the exams successfully, you will have to read all of the assigned materials and attend all of the classes.  Questions will be developed directly from these two sources.  You are responsible for understanding the concepts and you will need to recall many details.  Listen carefully to guidance that I will give you in classes about concepts and ideas to be remembered.  The questions will be "objective." That is, they will require you to know specifics.  The questions will take many forms but all can be answered with a relatively short response.  Be absolutely SURE to follow all test instructions!  When studying, it would be wise to do the following: review your class notes and review the book chapters for section headings and highlights.  When you have a question that asks you to identify a term, you should provide a complete thought about what it is and another complete thought about why we need to understand it – i.e. why it is significant.  Providing a word or phrase will NOT be an adequate answer to such a question.  

SHORT RESEARCH PAPER 

The subject of the paper will be a single Russian political leader or oligarch. That person must be alive but not necessarily in power at the moment. Students will need to research their subject and write a paper using the following organizational structure:  Due February 17.  No late submissions will be accepted.  Papers may be submitted in hard copy or electronically.  If submitted electronically, it is the responsibility of the student to see that it is properly directed and readable.  Students will receive a brief note if their electronic submission is received. The name of your leader will be assigned. 
  Brief non-political biographical sketch    (life details) …………….  ½ page 

  Current and/or past political position(s) &  responsibilities  …….   ½ page 

  Locate leader on the ideological continuum using issues  ..........   1 page       

  Select one important and memorable quote from this leader …… ½ page 

  Politically assess this leader’s future in Russia or how history will write 

  about him/her    …………………………………………….…………. ½ page 
Label all sections clearly!  You will be given the rubric that will be used to evaluate this short research paper. These are minimum guidelines … failure to follow this format will be penalized. Papers that do not build on course material will be evaluated poorly.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
This is the standard and the norm at DePaul.  It requires complete academic honesty.  Any violation of this principle will cause you to fail the course and will cause me to write a letter to the Dean outlining the violations of our academic community's policies.  Your work must be your own original thought or you must cite the source of the words or ideas that you borrow from another 

source.  If you have any doubt about what is a violation, consult me.  
“Academic honesty” is crucial to our enterprise.  The faculty has effective ways of investigating suspicious cases.  To avoid any possibility, cite all sources and consult with your professor if you have any questions.  University regulations are clear and will be followed in cases requiring such action.  This is an essential “rule of the game” and all students should do their own thinking and attribute ideas to their originators.    

CLASSROOM DECORUM 

It is very important that in framing one’s behavior you are cognizant that what you do DOES affect others.  For this reason and a number of other pedagogical ones, I ask that you arrive at class on time, refrain from talking to other students during class, refrain from using cell phones or PDAs (texting), and eat or drink only in unobtrusive ways.  Clean up after yourself.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are prohibited altogether.  These must NOT be in your possession during exams!  Laptop computers may be used in class ONLY for class related tasks.  Anyone using computers for other purpose will be penalized.  Texting or communicating in any other way during class is prohibited.  Your university experience is an opportunity to learn both intellectual and other constructive behaviors.  
ABSENCES
Over the years, I have simply declined to make judgments about the “validity” of student “reasons” for missing class.  Being there is YOUR responsibility!  Whether your reason is good or problematic, the reality is that you missed some important work.  To this end, it is unwise to miss ANY class.  If you miss class, I will assume YOU made a judgment that something else was “more important.”  While I may or may not share that view, the important thing is that you made the decision.  All decisions have consequences.  In the end, YOU ARE responsible for the work we did in that class!
If you submit work “late,” that is after the announced deadline, it will not be accepted.  This is a policy built around fairness, given that all students should work with the same parameters.  If you are a PLUS student, you must provide the proper documentation at all critical points during the term.  All students must know that “incompletes” will NOT be assigned unless discussed prior to the final exam.  
Readings other than your text:
You should have investigated and found the internet site: for the MOSCOW NEWS.   Test questions will be drawn from these sources and you will be able to participate in classroom discussion if you do this.  You can restrict yourself to those articles which are about domestic politics, economics, leadership and societal issues.  YOU MUST TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY.  This must be done as a regular daily routine.  Do not fall behind. You will also have added readings assigned – either distributed or by way of electronic file.  These are REQUIRED.
CLASS SCHEDULE (Subject to change)  YOU are responsible for learning about 
changes to the schedule. All will be announced in class!     * Indicates 3 question quiz
January 4
Introduction to RUSSIA
January 6
 *Political History & Classic COMMUNISM
January 11
*Cold War era
  Question:  Does the past dictate the future? 

Ch. 1 & 2
January 13
*The Gorbachev Era     Question: What caused the collapse? 
January 18
*Yeltsin & the New Russia     Question:  How easy is it to change?                
January 20
 *A Comprehensive look back …
    
January 25
*Political & Economic  VALUES    Question:  How do values impact on politics? 
Ch. 4 & 5

January 27
*More on values …
                                           
 February 1
 *Political Architecture (Institutions) … MACHINERY


Ch. 3
February 3
*Democracy     Question: Why is structure important?     


Ch. 6 & 8
February 8       
*Economic Architecture





Ch. 7

February 10
*Capitalism
Question:  "OLIGARCHS" & taxes: Good News or Bad?         
February 15       *LEADERSHIP   (“Drivers”)   – Characteristics & Styles

February 17
*Leadership Constraints
Question:  Who could do better?                                                    
February 22
*Issue:  Health Care & Demography   Question: Can Russia survive?
February 24      *Issue:  Media
Question: Whose job is it? 
March 1
*Issue:  Military & Chechnya   Question: How does this impact on domestic politics?
March 3
*Issue:  Order & Change     Question:  Is it order or democracy?

March 8
*Issue:  the Future   Question: Stability predictable?
March 10
Reflections & Discussion
Final Exam:       Monday,  March 15   8:45am                                        
