P.Sc. 243  RUSSIAN FOREIGN POLICY   
Spring 2010       Prof. Farkas

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is an intermediate level politics course.  It does not presume any background in the subject matter.  However, students are certainly welcome who have some background especially from RUSSIAN POLITICS.  The academic focus is on the politics and the foreign policy that it has produced in contemporary Russia.  These issues are central to the place of Russia in our world both today and tomorrow.   Because the information is quite new to most students, it will require serious effort and very regular attention to the readings and lectures.  The challenge associated with understanding the contemporary foreign policy of the Russian system is a daunting one.  The issues, problems and fluid nature of global politics make the task especially challenging.  Students that make this sort of effort will be rewarded with a fascinating, intriguing and crucial insight into how our world works. We will deal with history quite briefly.  Students will find course options in history that can provide an insight into 19th and 20th century Soviet and Russian foreign affairs.  In practical terms, we will provide a platform of information on the current resources, postures, constraints and options for Russian foreign policy.  This course examines foreign relations of Russia and P.Sc. 251 RUSSIAN POLITICS examines the domestic politics and internal structure of Russia.   

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Please read and THINK about the following list.  If you choose not to do these things, it will not be possible for you to complete this course in a satisfactory way.

(a) All readings from the text must be done on time … that is, BEFORE the lecture deals with the subject.  Every student is also individually responsible to receive and read materials that are distributed in class.

(b) Class attendance is crucial.  Virtually all of your questions can be addressed in class.  This is the key opportunity to “complete” the process of understanding what you have read.  Lectures will introduce information that is NOT in the text.  Students are expected to attend EVERY class.

(c) “Clicker” quizzes in virtually every class.
(d) Research assignment 
(e) A comprehensive final exam.

(f) Class preparation to ask or answer questions in the classroom setting.

MATERIALS & READINGS:

Mankoff, Rusian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics, 

Roman & Littlefield, 2009

Regular reading of the Moscow Times (only articles on foreign policy)
FACULTY-STUDENT CONTACT
Experienced university students know that it is wise to use the opportunity to visit and consult with professors during their office hours.  If those hours are impossible, propose to meet at another time.  It is YOUR responsibility to use this “out-of-class” time to clarify questions you have that have not become clear in class, raise questions or thoughts about other ideas, or simply to come to understand better the professor’s thinking about any subjects at all.  If you do this, it will be easier for your professors to deal with you and your uniqueness.

Students are certainly entitled to all the guidance and assistance that we can provide.  This course is committed to that principle.  Only you know when and how you need help.  Try to remember that it is your education and YOU must do your part to sketch in how this plan (syllabus) best works for you.  I am looking forward to knowing and working with you!

Formal Office Hours:    990 W. Fullerton Ave.  Room 2207

          

 Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:45am-11:30am; 1:00pm-2:00pm

 Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm    
Office phone: 773 325-1977   Home phone:  847 251-2671     dfarkas@depaul.edu                  
GRADES

A simple “point” system is used.  100 points will be awarded during the term for your work.  Totals above 60 will be “passing.”  60s = D  70s = C  80s = B  90s = A

Final exam (35) 

Clicker quizzes (40)

           Research assignment  (25)
Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential.  To ensure that you receive the most appropriate reasonable accommodation based on your needs, contact me as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first week of class), and make sure that you have contacted the PLuS Program office or The Office for Students with Disabilities.

QUIZZES & EXAMS 
To deal with the material successfully, you will have to read all of the assigned materials and attend all of the classes.  Questions will be developed directly from these two sources.  Two or three questions will be asked in EVERY class!  You are responsible for understanding the concepts and you will need to recall many details.  Listen carefully to guidance that I will give you in classes about concepts that should be remembered.  The questions will be "objective." That is, they will require you to know specifics.  The clicker questions will be multiple choice but they will not be simple. Be absolutely SURE to follow all test instructions and read questions and answers carefully!  A final exam will also use the clicker but will be augmented by an essay question. The "clicker" is an input device that can be quite useful in enhancing the classroom environment.  Each student MUST buy a clicker at the bookstore.  It can either be used throughout your time at the University or sold back to the bookstore.  It has a unique number which will be tied to your use in our course.  This will be done the first class.  It will be used to register your attendance and your answers to various quiz questions throughout the term.  For these reasons, it is ESSENTIAL that you bring it to class the first day and EVERY day!!  This should be treated as consistently as you do your cell phones.  If you forget it, you are unprepared for class that day.  It is a violation of our integrity policy to use another person's clicker or to observe the entry of another student.  Class will use powerpoint slides as a guide to the material for lectures.  Periodically, a slide will appear with a question on it.  At that point, every student will have an opportunity to click-in an answer to the question.  These can be immediately displayed for the class and will sometimes be the subject for discussion.  At other times, the answers are simply recorded and become part of a record of quiz answers for the individual student’s point total.  Many students have found this a useful and comfortable system BUT it does require you to be READY and PREPARED all of the time.  During the term, at least 40 questions will be broached that "count."  Some practice questions may be asked and answered and then repeated later for credit.  More of your questions about this system can be answered in class.

SHORT RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT:

Think carefully about Russia's needs, the nature of the contemporary world and the options for new foreign policy initiatives.  Your choice should be restricted to those foreign policy elements outlined IN CLASS.  This should be a policy with specific focus not sweeping new doctrines.  Using the following outline, sketch in your sense of the details of a new element in Russian foreign policy.  This memorandum should be conceptualized as a recommendation to Medvedev.  

· Specific problem(s) with current policy … …………………………..  1 page

· World situation that creates the opportunity for change ………………  1/2 

· Reason for Medvedev to be interested in the proposed change ….…..  1/2 

· Concrete details for new foreign policy element ……………………  1 page

· Evaluation of advantages/disadvantages … "costs & payoffs" …... 1 page

         






 … outline form – two columns

These are minimum guidelines … failure to follow this format will be penalized.

Create explicit and clear headings (labels) for each section.  Your memo will be evaluated by the sophistication and thoughtful detail that is reflected in your policy recommendation and the clarity and form of your writing.
Every student in the class should select and make a pact with a “peer proofreader.”  When the memo is submitted, the proofreader’s name will also be on the paper.  If errors in spelling, grammar, clarity or other structural problems are found, the grade will be lower for both the owner of the paper and the proofreader.  Do not leave this task to the last minute.  This assignment does NOT lend itself to cramming!    
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
“Academic honesty” is crucial to our enterprise.  The faculty has effective ways of investigating suspicious cases.  To avoid any possibility, cite all sources and consult with your professor if you have any questions.  University regulations are clear and will be followed in cases requiring such action.  This is an essential “rule of the game” and all students should do their own thinking and attribute ideas to their originators.  All cell phones, PDAs and pagers will be prohibited during exams.  The official university policy follows:

Plagiarism is a major form of academic dishonesty involving the presentation of the work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following: The direct copying of any source… whether published or unpublished, in whole or in part, without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else's.  Copying of any source in whole or in part with only minor changes in wording or syntax even with acknowledgement.  Submitting as one's own work a report, examination paper… that has been prepared by someone else. This includes research papers purchased from any other person or agency, or paraphrasing of another's work or ideas without proper acknowledgement.
CLASSROOM DECORUM

It is very important that in framing one’s behavior that you are cognizant that what you do DOES affect others.  For this reason and a number of other pedagogical ones, I ask that you arrive at class on time, refrain from talking to other students during class, refrain from using cell phones or PDAs if unrelated to class work, and eat or drink only in unobtrusive ways.  Clean up after yourself.  Your university experience is an opportunity to learn both intellectual and other constructive behaviors.  I also ask that some chairs near the door be left open so that the late arrivers will not disturb the class.  

USEFUL WEB-SITES

Your professor has a web-site that has a great deal of information on it.  You will find one section specifically on the course you are taking and information about other courses taught by Prof. Farkas.     http://condor.depaul.edu/~dfarkas
ABSENCES

Over the years, I have simply declined to make judgments about the “validity” of student “reasons” for missing class.  Being there is YOUR responsibility!  Whether your reason is good or mushy, the reality is that you missed some important work.  To this end, it is unwise to miss ANY class.  If you miss class, I will assume YOU made a judgment that something else was “more important” in your view.  While I may not share that view, the important thing is that you made the decision.  All decisions have consequences.  In the end, YOU ARE responsible for the work we did in that class!

DUE DATES for work to be submitted …

If you submit work “late,” that is after the announced deadline, it will be accepted but will be graded with a significant penalty.  This is a policy built around fairness, given that all students should work with the same parameters.  

CLASS SCHEDULE (Subject to change)
YOU are responsible for learning about changes to the schedule.  All will be announced in class!
March 30   
Tsarist Russia & early Soviet Foreign Policy

April 1               
Stalin's Foreign Policy & the Cold War                          

April 6    
 The Cold War: Cuba Missile Crisis                                  

April 8    
Gorbachev & "New Thinking"                                           Handout

           

Review: The Legacy of Communism                                 

April 13

Yeltsin's problems & foreign policy                                   Mankoff, Ch. 1    
                  

April 15

April 20 
Putin's problems & foreign policy                                      

April 22

April 27             
Policy-making environment:  Politics of leadership           Mankoff, Ch. 2                                   April 29  
Military Capabilities: Configuration of Armed Forces


            

Nuclear forces, Nuclear Weapons, Strategic Policy

May 4

Economic foreign relations: debt,& aid, trade                   

May 6             
Chechnya: Special Case                                                    

May 11

Regional Foreign Policies:  Near Abroad: Ukraine & Belarus     

May 13                                          East Asia                                 

Mankoff, Ch. 5

                                        Europe:  G20  EU & NATO     


Mankoff, Ch. 4                                                                                                                      

May 18      
US-Russian relations:  War on Terrorism, et al.     
Mankoff, Ch. 3

May 20              Public Opinion & foreign policy
                                      

May 25

Medvedev's record: rhetoric & policy


Mankoff, Ch. 6

May 27






June 1            
Best ideas discussion




Mankoff, Conclusion

June 3

Synthesis & Predictions

Papers due:  Tuesday, June 1

READING LOG for P.Sc. 243              Date: _________________

          duplicate as needed …
Assigned Reading: _________________________________________

Time invested: ________________________

General Topic: ____________________________________________
Selected Quote: 

Unknown Names: _________________________________________
Key Dates: _______________________________________________
Unknown Words:  _________________________________________
Key Question from Reading:

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Anything else …

