P.Sc. 150
  Political Systems of the World    Prof. Farkas

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is a basic university level course.  It does presume that you are coming to the class with a focus and a commitment that you will do all the work assigned.  It is designed to nurture the skills associated with thinking about politics in a more sophisticated way.  To accomplish this, we need to learn to think conceptually, express our thoughts, and process ideas by linking facts. We also need to learn how to measure our level of confidence in an idea.  This course will focus on introducing you to those ideas.  It is a “comparative politics” course.  That means that it will try to understand politics by looking to examples outside the American political system. We will try to understand in a systematic way how political systems are similar or are different from one another.  In this way, we see a much larger range of systems and we encounter unfamiliar ways of dealing with challenges that some Americans presume can only be handled the way it is done in the USA.  You must approach this course with an open mind and invest yourself in learning the key concepts!  The ideas you will learn here are the "tools" that you will use to analyze political systems and indeed other social systems throughout your lives.  The bulk of this class is learning about the concepts.  Details about foreign political systems will serve to illustrate their use.  Political Science offers many 200 level courses that fill in massive detail on particular regions of the world.  Consider following this course with one of those if you develop the interest.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Please read and THINK about the following list.  If you choose not to do these things, it will not be possible for you to complete this course in a satisfactory way.

(a) All readings from the text must be done on time … that is, BEFORE the lecture deals with the subject.

(b) Class attendance is crucial.  Virtually all of your questions can be addressed in class.  This is the key opportunity to “complete” the process of understanding what you have read.  Lectures will introduce information that is NOT in the text.  Students are expected to attend EVERY class.  
(c) Preparation for clicker-quizzes in virtually every class.  This will be done by use of "clickers" and will form an element of the way your performance will be evaluated.
(d) A short oral essay (submitted on cassette audio tape or CD).

(e) A short written essay.

(f) A comprehensive final exam.

REQUIRED TEXT &  Materials
(a) Shively, Power & Choice,  McGraw-Hill, 12th edition,  paperback

(b) i-clicker   (available in bookstore on campus)

FACULTY-STUDENT CONTACT
Experienced university students know that it is wise to use the opportunity to visit and consult with professors during their office hours.  If those hours are impossible, propose to meet at another time.  It is YOUR responsibility to use this “out-of-class” time to clarify questions you have, raise questions or thoughts about other ideas, or simply to come to understand better the professor’s thinking about anything at all.  If you do this, it will be easier for your professors to deal with you and your uniqueness.

Office Hours:    Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:45am-11:30am; 1:00pm-2:00pm

                           Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Office phone: 773 325-1977  Home phone:  847 251-2671  E-mail:  dfarkas@depaul.edu                   
Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential.  To ensure that you receive the most appropriate reasonable accommodation based on your needs, contact me as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first week of class), and make sure that you have contacted the PLuS Program office or The Office for Students with Disabilities.

GRADING:

A simple “point” system is used.  100 points will be awarded during the term for your work.  Totals  above 60 will be “passing.”  60s = D    70s = C    80s = B    90s = A

Final exam (35), Clicker quizzes (40), Oral essay (12), Written essay (13).
Final grades for the course will be posted electronically at the very end of the quarter after the final exams have been graded.  Incomplete grades will be assigned ONLY if the student has discussed the matter with me well in advance of the final grading period.  

ORAL ESSAY ASSIGNMENT:
Part I:  During the first week, you are to make an audio recording of your thoughts on a specific question.  This tape should run no more than five minutes.  You should NOT research your answer to the question.  If you do, it will make the second part of the assignment more difficult.  Part II will be specified later in the quarter. Be sure to identify yourself ON THE RECORDING at the very

beginning.  This should be submitted on a CD or cassette audio tape.  
Question:
What are the top four factors you would use to judge the quality of a political system?  Use one minute to describe WHY you selected each one and the final minute to recap.

Part I due:  Wednesday, April 7

Part II of the assignment will be due:  Wednesday,  May 26th.
WRITTEN ESSAY:   due Wednesday, June 2.
Read the following description of a political system.  Maximum possible: 13 points.
Think about it using your inventory of concepts from Power & Choice. 
The political system is ruled by the 500 richest persons in society.  These “billionaires” are REQUIRED to serve in government.  The ratio of billionaires to citizens is kept at 1-400.  The people elect representatives who can veto major policies or legislation.  The government is very popular largely owing to superior services.  The government is constantly concerned with the concentration of power in a few people’s hands.  The executive leadership comes from a person (from among the billionaires) who is elected for life and must surrender his financial holdings to other family members and disassociate himself from his business.  A Cabinet consists of the Prime Minister and six billionaire officials.  The Cabinet is accountable to the Senate.  There is compulsory rotation of all ministerial and committee positions.  The Senate is composed of all the billionaires.  There are Senate committees that oversee parts of government and a Judicial committee (Grand Jury) with sweeping legal power.  A ceremonial scaffold is constructed just outside the executive building for hanging the chief executive if he wields too much power or tries to.  Senators are enlisted based upon heredity and wealth (both required) and just one political party functions more like a general movement than a party.  All protests are banned but citizens have mechanisms for submitting grievances and exposing abuses without becoming vulnerable.  Anonymity is protected.  A State Committee on Security (10 Senators) has broad and imposing judicial power.  Clergy are appointed by the government and are held to all general laws.  Officials and other rich people are constantly scrutinized in their public lives but are permitted to socialize in anonymity by wearing special costumes to hide their identities.  This is broadly accepted as healthy.  Trade or commerce is the driving force.  It is also the primary rationale for political decisions made in the system.  There is a progressive tax system but if the wealthy wish to “donate” their money and designate its use by government, such donations are 100% deductible.   

After thinking carefully and thoroughly, write a three page essay in which you evaluate how effectively, if at all, the described system could do what your text suggests must be done by political systems.  Follow the outline below for your essay.

I. Highlight what the system can do well.                     one page
II. Highlight what you think it would NOT do well.        one page
III. Could a system designed like this be a “superpower?” 

           Why do you think so or think not?                             one page
Important: You must use concepts from your Shively text and lectures to evaluate the described system.     Assignment due:  Wednesday, June 2            

                                 NO LATE SUBMISSIONS will be accepted!

Examples of possible concepts to use …   participation, adaptation & system maintenance,                                                    policy-making, left/right ideologies, pluralism/neo-corporatism, administration,   
redistribution of resources, conflict management, systemic transparency/corruption,                              social/legal control, authority/market based policy-making, authority & legitimacy, etc.                              
EXAM & clicker-quizzes:
To deal with the final exam successfully, you will have to read all of the assigned materials and attend all of the classes.  Questions will be developed directly from these two sources.  Two or three questions will be asked in EVERY class!  You are responsible for understanding the concepts and you will need to recall many details.  Listen carefully to guidance that I will give you in classes about concepts that should be remembered.  The questions will be "objective." That is, they will require you to know specifics.  The clicker questions will be multiple choice but they will not be simple. Be absolutely SURE to follow all test instructions and read questions and answers carefully!  When studying, it would be wise to do the following:  review your class notes, review the book chapters for section headings and highlights, and look through the glossary to be sure that you understand the terms covered.  A final exam will also use the clicker but will be augmented by an essay question. The "clicker" is an input device that can be quite useful in enhancing the classroom environment.  Each student MUST buy a clicker at the bookstore.  It can either be used throughout your time at the University or sold back to the bookstore.  It has a unique number which will be tied to your use in our course.  This will be done the first class.  It will be used to register your attendance and your answers to various quiz questions throughout the term.  For these reasons, it is ESSENTIAL that you bring it to class the first day and EVERY day!!  This should be treated as consistently as you do your cell phones.  If you forget it, you are unprepared for class that day.  It is a violation of our integrity policy to use another person's clicker or to observe the entry of another student.  Class will use powerpoint slides as a guide to the material for lectures.  Periodically, a slide will appear with a question on it.  At that point, every student will have an opportunity to click-in an answer to the question.  These can be immediately displayed for the class and will sometimes be the subject for discussion.  At other times, the answers are simply recorded and become part of a record of quiz answers for the individual student’s point total.  Many students have found this a useful and comfortable system BUT it does require you to be READY and PREPARED all of the time.  During the term, at least 40 questions will be broached that "count."  Some practice questions may be asked and answered and then repeated later for credit.  More of your questions about this system can be answered in class.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
This is the standard and the norm at DePaul.  It requires complete academic honesty.  Any violation of this principle will cause you to fail the course and will cause me to write a letter to the Dean outlining the violations of our academic community's policies.  Your work must be your own original thought or you must cite the source of the words or ideas that you borrow from another source.  If you have any doubt about what is a violation, consult me.  The official university policy follows:

Plagiarism is a major form of academic dishonesty involving the presentation of the work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following:  the direct copying of any source… whether published or unpublished, in whole or in part, without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else's.  Examples: Copying of any source in whole or in part with only minor changes in wording or syntax even with acknowledgement.  Submitting as one's own work a report or examination paper which has been prepared by someone else. This includes research papers purchased from any other person or agency and the paraphrasing of another's work or ideas without proper acknowledgement. 

CLASSROOM DECORUM:
It is very important that in framing one’s behavior you are cognizant that what you do DOES affect others.  For this reason and a number of other pedagogical ones, I ask that you arrive at class on time, refrain from talking to other students during class, refrain altogether from using cell phones or PDAs.  Eat or drink only in unobtrusive ways and clean up after yourself.  Computers in the classroom are to be used ONLY for class related work.  You are NOT permitted to use computers during class on any other task.  You will be penalized if you violate these rules.  Your university experience is an opportunity to learn both intellectual and other constructive behaviors. 

USEFUL WEB-SITES:
Your professor has a web-site that has a great deal of information on it.  You will find one section specifically on the course you are taking and information about other courses taught by Prof. Farkas as well as useful information for new students.     http://condor.depaul.edu/~dfarkas
ABSENCES:
Over the years, I have simply declined to make judgments about the “validity” of student “reasons” for missing class.  Being there is YOUR responsibility!  Whether your reason is good or mushy, the reality is that you missed some important work.  To this end, it is unwise to miss ANY class.  I will assume YOU made a judgment that something else was “more important.”  While I may not share that view, the important thing is that you made the decision.  All decisions have consequences.  In the end, YOU ARE responsible for the work we did in the class you missed.
DUE DATES for work to be submitted …

If you submit work “late,” that is after the announced deadline, it will be accepted but will be graded with a penalty.  Exceptions are explicitly noted in this syllabus.  This is a policy built around fairness, given that all students should work with the same parameters. 

CLASS SCHEDULE (Subject to change)  YOU are responsible for learning about 
changes to the schedule. All will be announced in class!   This schedule represents a plan and circumstances may require adjustments to this plan.
March 31
How we think about POLITICS    

Shively, Ch. 1  
More about “methodology”  / normative & empirical
April 7

State vs. Nation                                             Shively, Ch. 3  
Ideology                                                         Shively, Ch. 2  

April 14
Micro/macro Policies                                      Shively, Ch. 4
Fairness, Justice, Efficiency                          Shively, Ch. 6 
April 21
Authority & Legitimacy 
                        Shively, Ch. 8
Constitutions & Design of Government          Shively, Ch. 9 
 April 28
Elections                                                         Shively, Ch. 10                                          
Political Parties & Interest Groups                  Shively, Ch. 11 & 12
May 5      
Parliamentary Government    

      
 Shively, Ch. 14   
May 12  
Presidential Government                                Shively, Ch. 15
May 19         
 Democracy


       
             Shively, Ch. 7
May 26
Oral Essays & Discussion


  oral essay due

June 2

Comparing …  


Written Essays & Discussion

      
  written essay due

