


Title: Report of the Detroit Branch of the NAACP 

 

Creator: Lillian E. B. Johnson. 

 

Date: September 1921 

 

Summary: The Great Migration brought thousands of black Southerners to the North 

faster than the region could assimilate them. They were confronted with discrimination, 

socially sanctioned segregation, and racial violence born of white resistance. The majority 

who went to Michigan settled in Detroit to work in the auto industry, which was willing to 

hire black workers for lower wages. The NAACP founded a branch there in 1912. This 

monthly report notes the efforts of the Ku Klux Klan to set up a chapter in Detroit, 

segregation in Eastern High School, and the refusal of a drug store soda fountain counter to 

serve black customers. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/segregation-era.html#obj256  
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Title: “NO DOGS, NEGROES, MEXICANS.”  

 

Creator: Lonestar Restaurant Association, Dallas, Texas [no date] 

 

Summary: Jim Crow laws mandating the separation of the races in practically every 

aspect of public life were systematically instituted in the South beginning in the 1890s. 

Water fountains, restaurants, theaters, restrooms, stores, buses, trains, workplaces, and 

other public facilities were typically designated with “White Only” and “Colored” signs. The 

Lonestar Restaurant Association based in Dallas distributed this sign to its members to 

hang in the windows of their restaurants, where American Indians, Mexicans, and African 

Americans were subjected to Jim Crow laws and racial discrimination. These types of laws 

existed until the 1960s. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/segregation-era.html#obj024  
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Title: The Civil Rights Map of America 

 

Creator: New York: Oceana Publications 

 

Date: 1949 

 

Summary: This 1949 map divides the states into three major categories: states with 

“discrimination for race or color forbidden by law;” states with “segregation of white and 

colored enforced by law (or permitted);” and states with “no legislation” related to civil 

rights. The map further describes the types of discrimination allowed in each state: “travel, 

hotels, resorts, theaters, public schools, state and private colleges, private and public 

employment, civil service, health and welfare facilities, insurance,” and “public or state-

aided housing.” 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/world-war-ii-and-post-

war.html#obj076  
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Title: Drinking fountain on the county courthouse lawn, Halifax, North Carolina 

 

Creator(s): John Vachon 

 

Date: 1938 Apr. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1997003218/PP/  
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Title: [Mrs. Nettie Hunt, sitting on steps of Supreme Court, holding newspaper, explaining 

to her daughter Nikie the meaning of the Supreme Court's decision banning school 

segregation] 

 

Creator: United Press International 

 

Date: 1954 

 

Summary: The Supreme Court's decision on the Brown v. Board of Education case in 

1954 marked a culmination in a plan the NAACP had put into action more than forty years 

earlier—the end to racial inequality. African American parents throughout the country like 

Mrs. Hunt, shown here, explained to their children why this was an important moment in 

history. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652489/ 
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Title: [University of Alabama students burn desegregation literature during demonstration 

in Tuscaloosa, Ala., Feb. 6 against the enrollment of Autherine Lucy, an African American 

student] 

 

Date Created/Published: 1956 

 

Summary: Autherine Lucy's dream of obtaining a degree in library science was finally 

realized when she officially enrolled at the all-white University of Alabama in 1956. While 

the court had granted her the right to attend the university, the white population seemed 

intent on making this impossible by staging riots. Students, adults and even groups from 

outside of Alabama shouted racial epithets, threw eggs, sticks and rocks, and generally 

attempted to block her way. Protestors, like the group pictured here, prompted the 

University to expel Lucy on February 6, 1956, in order to ensure her personal safety. 

 

URL: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98506860 
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Title: School dilemma Charlotte, N.C.: Youths taunt Dorothy Geraldine Counts, 15, as the 

Negro girl walks to enroll at the previously all-white Harding High School here, September 

4th. Leaving the school, she was pelted with trash, small sticks, and pebbles. 

 

Date Created/Published: 4 September 1957 

 

Summary: In 1957, fifteen-year-old Dorothy Geraldine Counts and three other students 

became the first African American students to attend the previously all white Harding High 

School in Charlotte, North Carolina. They were greeted by angry white mobs who screamed 

obscenities and racial slurs at the African American students. Counts's picture appeared in 

many newspapers as did others of black students attempting to attend white schools for the 

first time. Counts's family feared for her safety and withdrew her from Harding and sent 

her out of state to complete high school. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96520936/  
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Title: Daisy Bates to Roy Wilkins on the treatment of the Little Rock Nine, December 17, 

1957.  

 

Summary: Daisy Bates, publisher of the newspaper The Arkansas State Press and 

president of the Arkansas NAACP Branches, led the NAACP's campaign to desegregate the 

public schools in Little Rock, Arkansas. Thurgood Marshall and Wiley Branton served as 

counsel. The school board agreed to begin the process with Central High School, approving 

the admission of nine black teenagers. The decision outraged many white citizens including 

Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus. President Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little Rock 

to ensure the protection of the nine students, and, on September 25, 1957, they entered the 

school. In the midst of the crisis, Daisy Bates wrote this letter to NAACP Executive Director 

Roy Wilkins to report on the students' progress. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/naacp/the-civil-rights-era.html#obj16  
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Title: “Segregation's Citadel Unbreached in 4 Years” 

 

Creator: Washington Observer 

 

Date: Sunday, May 11, 1958 

 

Summary: At the time of the May 1954 Brown v. Board of Education,decision seventeen 

states and the District of Columbia had laws enforcing school segregation. By 1958, only 

seven states—Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, and 

Louisiana—maintained public school segregation. 

 

URL: https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/brown-aftermath.html 
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Title: Preamble [March on Washington] 

 

Creators: Bayard Rustin, Tom Kahn, and Norman Hill 

 

Date: January, 1963 

 

Summary: In December 1962, A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of 

Sleeping Car Porters, proposed a mass march on Washington during the centennial of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, calling for jobs to reduce the high rate of black 

unemployment. Randolph asked his colleague, Bayard Rustin, to draft a blueprint for the 

march. Rustin delivered this outline to Randolph after conferring with Norman Hill, 

assistant program director of CORE, and Tom Kahn. Hill and Kahn had previously assisted 

Rustin with organizing the Youth Marches for Integrated Schools. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/civil-rights-era.html#obj142  
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Title: Marching for Freedom 

 

Creator: Fred Ward 

 

Date: August 28, 1963 

 

Summary: A pivotal point in the civil rights movement was the March on Washington for 

Jobs and Freedom. More than 250,000 people from all walks of life gathered on the Mall in 

Washington, D.C., on August 28, 1963. The historic event helped to turn the tide for the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 by demonstrating to the nation and the world that it was time for 

change. The events of that day would echo across the world, through extensive media 

coverage, as others would take up the cry, “We Shall Overcome.” This photograph depicts 

how thousands came together and peacefully demonstrated, answering the call of the 

leaders of the March. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013645796/  
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Title: Background Map: 1961 Freedom Rides 

 

Creator: Associated Press 

 

Date: 1962 

 

Summary: The Freedom Riders of the early 1960s, organized by the Congress of Racial 

Equality (CORE) rode through the South seeking to integrate the bus, rail and airport 

terminals. This Associated Press release includes a map and a descriptive text that 

illustrates the routes taken and the history behind the freedom rides. Together, the map 

and text record the individual cities visited, when and where violence occurred, and how 

many people were arrested. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr071.html  
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Title: The Day They Changed Their Minds 

 

Creator: NAACP 

 

Date: March 1960 

 

Summary: On February 1, 1960, four students from North Carolina A & T College sat 

down at a segregated Woolworth’s lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina. All were 

members of NAACP youth councils. Within weeks, similar demonstrations by white and 

black students spread across the South. Many students were arrested. The NAACP provided 

attorneys and raised money for fines or bail bonds. At a conference at Shaw University in 

Raleigh, North Carolina, in April 1960, the students formed their own organization, the 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. This pamphlet recounts the beginning of the 

student sit-in movement organized by NAACP youth councils. 

 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/civil-rights-era.html#obj107  
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