
Explorers  

Fill up the Canvas 
What was the historical significance of the Lewis and Clark expedition? What impact did 
it have on the growth of the nation...and on its Native American inhabitants? 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentation
s/lewisandclark/  

The Cultures and History of the Americas, an exhibition featuring fifty highlights from the 
more than 4,000 rare books, maps, documents, paintings, prints, and artifacts that make 
up the Jay I. Kislak Collection at the Library of Congress. Like the collection itself, the 
exhibition focuses on the early Americas from the time of the indigenous people of 
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean through the period of European contact, 
exploration, and settlement. 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/kislak/kislak-overview.html 

Exploring the Early Americas features selections from the more than 3,000 rare maps, 
documents, paintings, prints, and artifacts that make up the Jay I. Kislak Collection at 
the Library of Congress. This ongoing exhibition has three major themes: “Pre-Contact 
America;” “Explorations and Encounters;” and “Aftermath of the Encounter.” Like the 
Jay I. Kislak Collection itself, the exhibition provides glimpses into the complex and 
fascinating past of the Americas. It provides insight into indigenous cultures, the drama 
of the encounters between Native American and European explorers and settlers, and 
the pivotal changes caused by the meeting of the American and European worlds. 
http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/EarlyAmericas/Pages/Overview.aspx 

Over 30,000 photographs, drawn from the holdings of the Western History and 
Genealogy Department at Denver Public Library, illuminate many aspects of the history 
of the American West. Most of the photographs were taken between 1860 and 1920. 
They illustrate Colorado towns and landscape, document the place of mining in the 
history of Colorado and the West, and show the lives of Native Americans from more 
than forty tribes living west of the Mississippi River. Also included are World War II 
photographs of the 10th Mountain Division, ski troops based in Colorado who saw 
action in Italy. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/codhtml/hawphome.html 

Trails to Utah and the Pacific: Diaries and Letters, 1846-1869 incorporates 49 diaries, in 
59 volumes, of pioneers trekking westward across America to Utah, Montana, and the 
Pacific between 1847 and the meeting of the rails in 1869. In addition to the diaries, the 
collection includes 43 maps, 82 photographs and illustrations, and 7 published guides 
for immigrants. Stories of persistence and pain, birth and death, God and gold, trail dust 
and debris, learning, love, and laughter, and even trail tedium can be found in these 
original "on the trail" accounts. The collection tells the stories of Mormon pioneer 
families and others who were part of the national westering movement, sharing trail 
experiences common to hundreds of thousands of westward migrants. The source 
materials are drawn from the collections of Brigham Young University, members of the 
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Utah Academic Libraries Consortium, and other archival institutions in Utah, Nevada, 
and Idaho. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/upbhtml/overhome.html 

Pioneering the Upper Midwest: Books from Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, ca. 
1820-1910 portrays the states of Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin from the 
seventeenth to the early twentieth century through first-person accounts, biographies, 
promotional literature, local histories, ethnographic and antiquarian texts, colonial 
archival documents, and other works drawn from the Library of Congress's General 
Collections and Rare Books and Special Collections Division. The collection's 138 
volumes depict the land and its resources; the conflicts between settlers and Native 
peoples; the experience of pioneers and missionaries, soldiers and immigrants and 
reformers; the growth of local communities and local cultural traditions; and the 
development of regional and national leadership in agriculture, business, medicine, 
politics, religion, law, journalism, education, and the role of women. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html 

The First American West: The Ohio River Valley, 1750-1820 consists of 15,000 pages 
of original historical material documenting the land, peoples, exploration, and 
transformation of the trans-Appalachian West from the mid-eighteenth to the early 
nineteenth century. The collection is drawn from the holdings of the University of 
Chicago Library and the Filson Historical Society of Louisville, Kentucky. Among the 
sources included are books, periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, scientific publications, 
broadsides, letters, journals, legal documents, ledgers and other financial records, 
maps, physical artifacts, and pictorial images. The collection documents the travels of 
the first Europeans to enter the trans-Appalachian West, the maps tracing their 
explorations, their relations with Native Americans, and their theories about the region's 
mounds and other ancient earthworks. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/icuhtml/fawhome.html 

Exploration and Explorers 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/exploration/  

Zoom into Maps 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentation
s/maps/  
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