
ENG 339: Topics in Restoration & 18th-C Literature 
Taste & the Imagination 

Autumn 2010 
M-W 9:40-11:10 

 
Richard Squibbs 
McGaw 232 (773-325-7657) 
Office hours: Mon & Wed 11:30-12:30 & by appt. 
Email: rsquibbs@depaul.edu 
 
Required Texts: 
Classical Literary Criticism, trans. Penelope Murray, et al (Penguin, ISBN 978-0140446517) 
Frances Burney, Evelina, ed. Edward A. Bloom (Oxford, ISBN 978-0199536931) 
William Wordsworth & Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads (Routledge, ISBN 978- 

0415355292) 
[the majority of readings will be handouts, which appear in boldface in the schedule below] 
 
Course requirements: Two 2-3 page essays; final 7-10 page research essay 
 Attendance is mandatory – you’re allowed two absences without penalty, but for every 

absence after those allowed your final course grade will be lowered by half a letter grade. 
 I do not accept papers via email – if you can’t make it to class the day a paper is due, you 

must find a way to get me a hard copy, either through another student in the class, or by 
placing a copy of the paper in my mailbox in McGaw Hall. For each day a paper is late, I will 
deduct half a letter grade from whatever grade the paper ultimately earns. It’s important to 
keep moving forward at a substantial pace and not get hung up on papers. 

 Please turn off all phones when you enter the classroom – you can live without a text or a 
call for 90 minutes.  

 Plagiarism will result in an automatic ‘F’ for the course. If you are unsure of what constitutes 
plagiarism, see http://snl.depaul.edu/writing/plagiarism.html 

 
Schedule of readings 

 
Wed 9/8 Introduction (Battle of the Books, Ancient vs. Modern, etc.) 

Classical terms of literary criticism 

Mon 9/13 Aristotle, Poetics; Horace, Ars Poetica 

Wed 9/15 Horace, Ars Poetica; Longinus, On the Sublime (up to p. 136; pp. 147-53) 

The effects of drama 

Mon 9/20 Dryden, “Essay of Dramatic Poesy” (sections 1-28 & 65-end) 

Wed 9/22 Dennis, “Usefulness of the Stage” and “Grounds of Criticism in Poetry” 
(selections) 
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Pleasures of the imagination 

Mon 9/27 Addison, “Pleasures of the Imagination” papers, nos. 409-415 

Wed 9/29 Addison, “Pleasures” papers, nos. 416-421 

A standard of taste? 

Mon 10/4 Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy” Pt. 2 [** short Essay #1 due**] 

Wed 10/6 Shaftesbury, “Miscellany III,” pp. 396-end 

Mon 10/11 Hume, “Of the Delicacy of Taste and Passion,” “Of Tragedy,” and “Of the  
Standard of Taste” 
 

Wed 10/13 Burke, “On Taste” and “Philosophical Inquiry, Part One”  

Taste and the novel 

Mon 10/18 Evelina, Volume I 

Wed 10/20 Evelina, Volume II 

Mon 10/25 Evelina, Volume III [**short Essay #2 due**] 

Taste, poetry & the imagination 

Wed 10/27 Pope, “Essay On Criticism,” lines 1-288 

Mon 11/1 Pope, “Essay On Criticism,” lines 289-end 

Wed 11/3 Gray, “Progress of Poesy”; Collins, “Ode on the Poetical Character” 

A revolution in taste? 

Mon 11/8 Lyrical Ballads, Prefaces of 1800 & 1802 (pp. 286-314); “We Are Seven” (pp. 
110-113); “A Poet’s Epitaph” (pp. 256-258) 

Wed 11/10 “The Nightingale” (pp.84-88); “Tintern Abbey” (pp. 156-161); “Poems on the 
Naming of Places” (pp. 262-270) 

Mon 11/15 open day 

***Final essay due in my mailbox in McGaw no later than 1:00pm Friday Nov. 19*** 

 



 


