
ENG 330: Restoration and Eighteenth-Century British Literature 

Spring 2011 

M-W 11:20-12:50 
 

Richard Squibbs 

McGaw 232 (773-325-7657) 

Office Hours: Mon 1:30-2:30; Wed 5:00-6:00 & by appt. 

Email: rsquibbs@depaul.edu  

 

Required texts: The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol. 1C (8
th

 Ed.): The Restoration  

           and Eighteenth Century (ISBN: 0393927199)  

           Frances Burney, Evelina, ed. Edward A. Bloom (Oxford, ISBN: 978-0199536931) 

 

Handouts are indicated on the syllabus in boldface 

 
Course requirements: 

� Two 5-7 page essays; occasional (announced) quizzes; final exam 
� Attendance is mandatory – you’re allowed two absences without penalty, but for every 

absence after those allowed your final course grade will be lowered by half a letter grade. 
� I do not accept papers via email – if you can’t make it to class the day a paper is due, you 

must find a way to get me a hard copy, either through another student in the class, or by 
placing a copy of the paper in my mailbox in McGaw Hall. For each day a paper is late, I will 
deduct half a letter grade from whatever grade the paper ultimately earns. It’s important to 
keep moving forward at a substantial pace and not get hung up on papers. 

� The breakdown of your final course grade is roughly as follows: Papers 65%, final exam 
25%, quizzes 10%.  

� Please turn off all phones when you enter the classroom – you can live without a call or a 
text message for 90 minutes.  

� Plagiarism will result in an automatic ‘F’ for the course. If you are unsure of what constitutes 
plagiarism, see http://snl.depaul.edu/writing/plagiarism.html 

 

 

The aim of this course is to familiarize you with some of the main currents of thought and major 

literary achievements in England between 1660 and, roughly, 1750. The literary, philosophical, 

and political issues during these years are extraordinarily complex, and I’ll do my best to make 

them accessible to you while, at the same time, trying to maintain their historical integrity by 

focusing on the strangeness and uniqueness of this period in British history. There are certain 

elements in, for example, the ways social relations were understood in this period, or in the ways 

authors understood their relationship to their culture that seem logical and comprehensible to us 

as 21
st
-century readers. But the thought-world of people living during the Restoration and 

eighteenth century was very different from ours, and demands to be understood as much as 

possible on its own terms. Therefore, we will have to engage in some potentially radical 

alterations of our own, habitual thought-worlds, but the effort that entails will, I’m sure, be 

amply rewarded.     

 

 

 

 



Schedule of Readings 

 
Mon 3/28: Introduction; Restoration history  

 

Wed 3/30: Reading couplets: Wimsatt, “One Relation of Rhyme to Reason”; Pope, “Essay on 

Criticism” lines 1-18 (2497); Butler, “Hudibras” lines 1-14 & 187-228 [Quiz #1] 

 

Mon 4/4: Bunyan, selections from Pilgrim’s Progress (2142-2151); Butler, “Hudibras” (2161- 

2167) 

 

Wed 4/6: Rochester, “The Imperfect Enjoyment” (2169-2171); Behn, “The Disappointment”  

(2180-2183)  

 

Mon 4/11: Rochester, “A Satire Against Reason and Mankind” (2172-2177) [history lecture II] 

 

Wed 4/13: Pope, “Essay on Man” lines 1-130 (2540-2544) [Quiz #2] 

 

Mon 4/18: Pope, “Essay on Man” lines 131-end [history lecture III] 

 

Wed 4/20: Spectator Nos. 2, 10 (2470-2475); 62, 69 (2478-2485) [Quiz #3] 

 

Mon 4/25: Haywood, Fantomina (2565-2584) [Essay #1 due]  

 

Wed 4/27: Swift, “Description of a City Shower” (2303-2304); Gay, Trivia, Book II, lines 1- 

300 
 

Mon 5/2: Trivia, Book II, lines 301-end 

 
Wed 5/4: Swift, “The Lady’s Dressing Room” (2590-2593); Montagu, “The Reasons That  

Induced Dr. Swift…” (2593-2595) 

 

Mon 5/9: Burney, Evelina, Volume I  

 

Wed 5/11: Burney, Evelina, Volume II 

 

Mon 5/16: Burney, Evelina, Volume III 

 
Wed 5/18: Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (2462-2468) [history lecture IV] 

 
Mon 5/23: Johnson, “Vanity of Human Wishes” (lines 1-254) [Quiz #4] 

 
Wed 5/25: Johnson, “Vanity of Human Wishes” (lines 255-end); Goldsmith, “The Deserted  

Village” (lines 1-192) 

 
Mon 5/30: Memorial Day – no class  

 
Wed 6/1:  Goldsmith, “The Deserted Village” (lines 193-end) [Essay #2 due] 

 

Final Exam: Tuesday June 8, 2:45-5:00 


