NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON
FOURTH LEGISLATIVE PERIOD Peace - Werk - Fatherland.
1989/1990 LEGISLATIVE YEAR N

FIRST ORDINARY SESSION i
(JUNE 1989)

L A W

to amend certain provisions of Law
No. 73/1 of 8 June 1973: Standing
Orders of the National Assembly.

At its plenary sitting held on Tuesday 4 July 1989,
the National Assembly deliberated and adopted Private Members'
Bill No. 11/PPL/AN set out as follows:



ARTICLE S i Articlleshal(o) N6 (2 sl 62058 26/(158 2)5
27(1), 32(4), 39(4), 55,56, 75, 76, 77 and 86 of Law

No. 73/1 of 8 June 1973: Standing Orders of the National
Assembly are hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE 3(3) new

For this purpose, the returns of the returning

committee, accompanied by documents in proof which

must include a copy of birth certificate or affidavit

in lieu thereof, and a certificate of non-conviction

of each candidate declared to have been elected,
transmitted by the Minister of Territorial Administration
to the Secretary General of the National Assembly,

shall be referred by the Provisional Bureau te the

six thirty-member Boards for scrutiny.

(THE REST OF ARTICLE 3 SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED).

ARTICLE 6(2 & 4) new

This Cemmittee shall consist of the Chairmen and the

Secretaries Af the six Validation Boards.

After halding the enquiry called for by the plenary
assembly, the cemmittee of enquiry consisting of the Chairmen
and Secretaries of the six Validation Boards shall submit its
findings to the National Assembly within a forthnight. A final
vote on validation shall then be taken,

(THE REST OF ARTICLE 6 SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED).
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ARTICLE 14 (new)

The President shall preside over meetings of the Bureau
and at the Chairmen's Conference. He cshall conduct the debates

at Plenary meetings.

In the absence of the President or in the event of his
inability to attend for any reasen whatsoever, the Vice
Presidents shall act in his stead, by order of precedence.

The Secretaries shall supervise the drafting of the
minutes and shall read them out upun request. They shall take
dewm the names of Members of Parliament who ask for the floer,

supervise voting and count votes.

The Questors, under the direction of the Bureau, shall
be responsible for controlling the administrative and financial

sarvices of the National Assembly.



ARTICLE 16 (pew):.  Each year, after the electinn of the

Permanent Bureau, the Assembly shall set up SIX General

Committees each composed of thirty members for discussion

of matters referred to them,

(a)

(b)

(c)

(e)

Committee on Constitutional Laws, Justice,

Legislation and Standing Orders, Administration

and Armed Forces: Constitution, Standing Orders,
legal status of persons, Justice, national

defence, lecal gevernment,

Committee on Finance, Economic Affairs,
Planning and Infrastructure: budget, ficecal
system, taxation, external trade, planning,
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Foreign Affairs Committee: treaties,

international conventions, etc...

Committe> on Education, Information and
Cultural and Social Affairs: elementary,
secondary and higher education, mass education,
culture, arts, information, Communication
Youth, social welfare, recrea&tional activities,

etCass

Committee on Production, Town Planning,
Building and domestic Trade: agriculture,

stock farming, water, forestry, hunting,
fisheries, public lands, rural engineering,
civil engineering, town planning, housing,

censtruction, tourism, etc...
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(f) Committee en Resolutions and Petitions:

examination of draft resolutions, petitions,
internal activity of the National Assembly,

Inter-Parliamentary Relations of the Assembly,

Hewever, considering the importance of a bill in
the political economic, social and cultural life of the
nation, the Chairmen's Conference can decide to submit
such bill for consideration by the whole House.

Proceedings of the Committee of the whole will be
confined to general debate on whereas substantive debate
and the final draft shall be left to the relevant General

Committee,

The Bureau of the National Assembly shall preside
over the debates of the Committee of the Whole, It shall
receive proposed amendments to bills under consideration
for onward transmission to Government,

The Assembly may set up an Ad Hoc Committee for
specific purposes. The resolution to set up an Ad Hoc
Committee shall also lay down the procedure for the

appointment of its members.

Cemmittees may set up Sub-~Committees. Committees

and Sub-Committees may meet validly only during sessions.
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ARTICLE 20 (new):

1)

2)

3)

4)

5Y)

Cemmittees shall be convened at the hehest

of their Chairmen.

Members of the Assembly who do not belong to
any General Cemmittee may attend the meetings
of such Committee with due authorization

by the Chairman of the Committee,

Only Members of the Assembly appovated on a

Cemmittee may take the floor and Vote during

Committee meetings.,

Members of Government may attend Committee
meetings when bills falling within the
competence cf their Ministries are being
debated. In addition, they shall be heard upon
their request. They may be accompanied

and assisted by close collaborators.

The movers of prosals or amendments shall be
invited to attend meetings of the Committee

at which their text is being debated; they
shall withdraw when a vote is being taken.

The General Rapporteur of the Finance Committee
shall be heard by any committee examining

a specific budget submitted to it for an

advisory opinien.

ARTICLE 26 (1 and 2)(pew): Bills and draft resolutionS

submitted to the Assembly by the President of the Republic
shall be tabled before the Bureau of the House for

transmission to the Chairmen's Conference which shall refer

them to the apprepriate General Committee. The Assembly

shall then be informed accordingly.
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Private Members' Bills and resolutions initiated
by Members of the Assembly shall be submitted in writing.
They shall be forwarded to the President of the Assembly
for onward transmission to the Chairmen's Conference which

shall refer them to the relevant General Committee.

(THE REST OF ARTICLE 26 SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED )

ARTICLE 27 (1) new:

RULES GOVERNING THE AGENDA

The agenda of the proceedings of the National Assembly

shall be drawn up by the Chairmen's Conference consisting of:

(a) The President of the National Assembly as

Chairman;
(b) The Members of the Bureau of the Natisnal Assemblys

(¢) The Chairmen of the Six General Committees;

(d) The Chairmen of the Parliamentary Groups
(THE REST OF ARTICLE 27 SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED) .

ARTICLE 32(4) new:

Members of Government may be assisted by their close
collaborators who, may only take the floor by authorisation

of the Chairman of the Committee.

(THE REST OF ARTICLE 32 SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED) .
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ARTICLE 39(3)(ilew)

No speaker may address the Assembly for more than fifteen

minutes (THE REST OF ARTICLE 39 SHALL REMAIN UHCHEANGED).

Questions that have been the subject of either an open or
I

et ballot shall be deemed adopted only if carried by_ap

d
jority of members of the National Assembly. In the
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absolute ma

event of a tie, the proposal shall be deemed rejected.

liembers of the National Aszssembly may dele

powers in plenary sitting only in the following cases:

(a) dillness, ac e
God or disturbances hindering
from travel

(b) Missions entrusted to the lember of Parliament by~

the Covernment or the WNational Assembly:

(c) desipgnation by the Hational Assembly to attend a
meeting of an extra-parliamentary or international

(d) In the caese of an extra-ordinary session, abseiice o

ARTICLE 75 (Hew)

The National Assemd enjoy administrative and
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financial autonomy. 1Its Services shall be placed under the high
authority of the Bureau of the Hational Assembly and under t
esponsibility of the Secretary General, assisted by two Deputy

Secretaries General appointed by 3ureau |

The Secretary General of the Hational Assembly shall be
responsible for Financial management. In that capacity he shall
be appointed authorizing Officer for the WNational Lssembly

budget.
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The Committe on Finance, Economic Affairs, Planning and
Infrastructure, sitting as an audit committee, shall audit the

use of the vote allocated to the Assembly.

The annual administrative accounts prepared by the authoriging
officer, the stores account by the storekeeper, the management
accounts of the Accountant shall together with the estimates for

the ensuing budgetary year be submitted to the committee on
i

|

ce, Economic Affairs, Planning, Infrastructure sitting as

inan
Budgetary Audit Committee.

(83)

At the end of each financiel year, the Committee reports omn

the mandate that has been entrusted. to it by the Asseumbly.

The ceremonial privileges which may be enjoyed by the
President of the Assembly and the Members of the Bureau within
Cameroon and those which may be enjoyed by the liembers of

Parliament in their Provinces shall be prescribed by decree.
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Members of the National Assembly shall receive monthly

(8]
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basic parliamentary emolument and a special allowance known

“Parliamentary Bxpense Allowance.”

Civil Servants of all ranks elected to the Assembly and
liembers of Parliament appointed to a remunerated office in the
public service or in a public corporation since their election,
may concurrently draw the basic parliamentary allowance and tae

emoluments accruing to their office.
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Where the salary of & i
parliamentary allowance, the i{ember shall earn such salary
il

together with the parliamentary expense allcowance, for the
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duration of his term. Where the salary is higher than the
parliamentary emolument the Member shall be paid such salary
together with the “Parliamentary Expense Allowance“?%ﬁe Secretary

General of the Assembly.
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rights as though they had continued to draw their salary in

without interruption

The salaries covered by the preceding paragraph, shall include
for all officials, whether civil or military, the total amount

of salaries and supplementary allowances of all kinds that are
subject to deductions by the Treasury in respect of pensions

and granted under the regulations governing officials on the

active list, as well as the family supplement and family

allowances, provided for by the legisiation in force.

The Shairmen and Vice Chairmen of Committees shall draw a
session allowance, the awmount and conditions of payment of which

shall be determined by the Bureau.

The whole of the basic Parliamentary Emolument shall be
distrainable in total and taxable.

The special parliamentary expense allowance, the session
allowance payable to the Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of Committees
and, in the case: of the Members of Bureau, the special duty or

entertainment allowances may Deiter. . pe distrainable not taxatle.

The basic parliamentary emoluments, the special parliamentary

expense allowance and the special duty or entertainment allowance
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payable to tha Members o
the Secretary General of the National Assembly in his capacity
as authoriaing officer for the budget, in the same conditions as

for payment of salaries and fringe benefits to civil servants.

Payment of the National Assenbly expediture shall be
o

On the proposal of the Secretary General, the Questors shall
prepare the draft budget of the Hational Assembly for submiss®an

to the Bureau before it is examined and put to the vote by the
Finance Committee sitting as a Budgetary Audit Committee, as

provided for under Article 76.
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They shall report upon this draft budget to the

finance Committee,

The Questors shall control the finances of the
National Assembly, For this purpose, the Accountant shall
provide them with all necessary accounting recerds and vouchers

they may need to carry out this control.

They may in the exercise of their duties, and, should
the need arise, secure the services of or State Controller

if the Bureau of the National Assembly so requests,

The practical terms and conditions for the
implementation of the budget of the National Assembly shall

be determined by Bureau Order,

ARTICLE 86 (new)

This Law, which shall be promulgated by emergency
procedure, and published in the official gazette in English
and French, shall be enforced as a Law of the Republic of

Cameroon,

ARTICLE 2:

Twhis Law shall be registered, promulgated by emergency
procedure and published in the Official Gazette in English and

French.

Yaounde 4 July 1989

FONI.A SHANG Lawrence
President of the National Assembly.




