PROFESSOR IS A NO-SHOW A THIRD OF THE TIME

It’s a good thing that Northern State University provost Marcella Jones isn’t a student in American History II. She’s be flunking.

Fortunately for her, she ‘s the teacher and apparently attendance isn’t required for the teacher.

Jones is one of about a half-dozen or so administrators, who regularly teach classes. She teaches American History II at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.

So far she has missed more than 30 percent of the classes this semester, said Amy Lerman, a graduate assistant who assists Jones with the class.

“One week she was gone for two days and came in a half an hour late on the third,” said Stacey Schmitz, junior History major. “There’s a note on the door that day telling us to wait for her.”

Jones said she only missed class on those days when her duties as provost required her to be out-of-town.

“I told the students up front that there would be times that I couldn’t be there,” she said. “In almost every instance, I was out of the state on university business and could not attend.”

A provost is in charge of the academic aspects of the university and answers directly to the president.

Most students aren’t bothered by Jone’s absences.

“I haven’t heard anyone grumbling,” said Heather Kirkman, a senior who is majoring in journalism. “We understand that she has other things on her plate. I would have thought she would miss more.”

Schmitz said students understood that Jones had important things to do and didn’t mid when she missed, mostly because they liked Jones.

However, students who miss Jone’s class, didn’t get by so easy. They are penalized because quizzes are given each class period over the reading material. Jones allows only two absences without a note from the doctor.

David Stern, a engineering major, said he liked the idea that the Provost was teaching a class, even if she missed often.

“I think it’s good for a Provost to have hands on experience with NSU students. Some administrators have forgotten what student life is like.”

Sally Anne Morris, History Department Chairman, said she heard nothing but good comments about Jones class. “She was a fine teacher before she became an administrator,” Morris said. “Why shouldn’t she be a good teacher now”?

Morris admitted that if a regular faculty member missed nearly a third of their classes, she would not be happy. "But we all know the demands placed on the provost.”

Few NSU administrators teach classes, according to a check by a reporter last week. None of the university’s seven deans were teaching this semester. According to university rules, each of them are required to teach one course every 2 years. President Astro has taught one class in his seven years at the helm of the university, and that was a three week seminar for school superintendents.

Department chairmen are asked to teach one class a year although many do not. Carl Young, chair of the English department admits that he has’nt taught a class in four years. “The job has lots of responsibilities that place demands on my time,” Dr. Young said. “I’d love to get back in the classroom more often. But, gosh, there’s just no time.”

