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Watch for proper use of attribution, punctuation and quotes.

WASHINGTON –U.S. Sen Marilyn Coates (R-Ky.) has called for a pause in the construction of 

seven federal courthouses, some of which Federal investigators likened to the Taj Majal.

     Says Coates: “Americans expect their courthouses to be enduring, solemn and majestic. There is a

difference between being stately and opulent”. 

     “In the midst of an economic downturn, we can hardly justify all the bells and whistles going into these

buildings” argued U.S. Sen Peter Fitzgerald (R-Ill.) “This is clearly outrageous. We will have to take the

money out of the Social Security surplus. he confided. “How can America afford this.”

     “The government is spending too much money for palatial accommodations for Federal judges.” snarled 

the senator.

     The U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill last month that sets aside $600 million for the 

construction of the seven courthouses. At about $86 million per courthouse, they would far exceed the $40

 million per courthouse spent by the government from 1998 to 2000. Several senators, including Coates and 

Fitzgerald, however, balked at signing off on the House’s bill.  There are now 110 federal courthouses.

    The General Accounting Office, the investigative arm of Congress, reported that some judges have 

cajoled architects into designing Taj Majals instead of public buildings. The exterior walls of the new 

courthouse in Reno, Nev., for example are made of granite, the most expensive building material used in 

modern construction.

    “The report only confirms my feeling that the government has become a runaway train. Where is the 

sense of fiscal responsibility? Where is the duty to the taxpayer? I am drawing a line in the sand on this 

one”exclaimed Fitzgerald. “I admire his courage on this issue. It’s always tough to resist pork-barrel 

projects in Washington,” Coates agreed.

