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Nothing is auto 
By Michael A. Weinstein· 

Here we go again. A wave of euphoria has swept 
over sections of the American public, blown by the 
winds of change throughout the world. We hear that 
Marn.ism has proven a failure and that socialism is 
retreatin We learn about something optimistically · 
caUed "�pie po�' and immediately believe 

.
that 

humanity has ru.uwy been bom to the revdation of 
American constitutiOnal democracy. We are· fast 
becoming a nation of enthusiasts rather than a sane 
society. 

We need a continual regimen of cold showers 
im� by the soberly realistic segments of public 
opmion to prepare a temper favorable for us to prevail . 
in a perilously com 'tive world. The other side.of 
mass unrest is · · a bejgbtened
probability of of whatever 
1doological stripe tend to be conservative ��y to 
maintain the system that gives them their privilege. We 
should have learned decisivdy from the Iranian 
revolution that "people power" can lead to the 
totalitarian state as fast as it can lead to weak 
democracies like those in the Philippines or South 
Korea. We simply don't know what' to expect from the 
present turmoil. · · · · · 

We � fools if we believe that the changes underway 
in the world will result in a community of cooperative 
and democratic nations living in peace. Nothing is · .. · .. 
automatic about history, certainly not an inevitable 
tendency toward American-style .democracy. When. will 
we � that we are ne>t the model .for the \1l(Orld, 

general and certainly in many · · 
� nation oo earth? As such, we · 

· must tum away from wishful ·tbmldng about what ' 
others might do and consult our own in�. and 

If you polled Ame,ri, 
which government in; 1 
the one that � 
Beijing_W(?uld P�) 
Africa m its dust . •, 

Aren't we ficlde. 'JJ)i 
was in power in l 97t, 
historic visit to Moo'a 
doors to the West de 
The Ouna that Weste1 
was clean, well-fed,· effi
moral-as 

If Rip Van 
·awakened 
the reports &

take.·our own co�. . to compete better can build ecooomtc � · We should examine and p� our own intere$ts : · · -· "Industrial policy" is,� to free� but. ,ti 
because we can no longer take 1t for granted that we'•· , ,· it may be � to � oor standaxd of livfug. officiaJ 'foUr, . · · . 
have much of a say in determining world events. From We amooi count on a··� world economic : ' · , · · H� the �toll 
Panama to Beijing, we find ourselves to be one player order, even if we must work to � one that is · , More o� was . at a crowded table, without all the best� Our ' �t 'th strength. · · · . . · government's suffi 
allies are also our competitors, like Japan and the new· . 

co 
The in� of world eco�· f� · � M� of the .. 

Europe. Our nents often behave like allies.: We • ' by the co.mmwm:ationsrevolution, does not mnamnt,ee" ·· .. · to� f� 
can no . who is mend and .who is foe barmoo but can 'as� · lead to ftatricide. ��;.' � � in each circumstance. We need to be prepared to Tiilffl.lOlll)', o bas not� human nature witta"all'\ .. . .... · · . 
compete in all spheres-the diplomatie, the military, its� and� If we begin to J ,.h �;'tinsist¢4 the economic and the cultural. As other nations find rebuild at the root of our, strength, our economy. we �·s John 
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will have the vigor to support an· · China•scllolars, 
diplomacy, a credible armed force less , ·· · that the human 
discordant, though still gloriously plural, culture. self�styled univ 
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