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T be "new patriotism," which 
swelled popular sentiment dur­
ing Ronald Reagan's ascend­

ancy, has DOW been deflated by the 
Iran-contra disclosures and the per­
plexities and hard choices attendant 
upon intervention in the Persian Gulf. 
Ever since the protracted agony of 
withdrawal from Vietnam, the Ameri­
can temper bas been subject to 
atreme mood swings, similar to the 
emotional vacillations of a manic­
depressive. Are we in for a new period 
ol national self-questioning bordering 
OD self-contempt? 
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Tbe Teflon coating on the Reagan 
presidency, before Iran-contra 
cracked it last November, was made 
of zealous faith. Ronald Reagan was 
permitted all sorts of lapses and mis­
takes because he made us feel good 
about ourselves. There might be 
severe disagreement with bis admin­
istration's policies, but people 
believed in ~im because he was a 
"Dice man." That is, be felt good about 
us and believed in our future. We 
always tend to like those who flatter 
us and give us hope. 
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policy out of the White House base­
ment, but it does react against what it 
perceives as mendacity. A majority is 
now convinced that Reagan is "like 
any other politician." Flattery will get 
you everywhere, but only if those who 
are beguiled do not feel they are being 
used. And that sense of having been 
used, that politics have returned to 
dull normal, is back with us again. 
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