Women and Art (WomART) Round Table Meeting

ARLIS/NA-2003 Conference, Baltimore, MD

Monday, March 24, 5:00 p.m.

ATTENDEES:   Debby Aframe, Susan Clarke, Sara Harrington, Eumie Imm-Stroukoff, 

Sara MacDonald, Edith A Rights,  Sandra Rothenberg, Ruth Wallach,  Sharon Wasserman, Kelley Wolfe,  Shannon Van Kirk,

OPENING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Eumie Imm-Stroukoff,  2002-2003 Moderator of the WomArt Roundtable, opened the meeting and introduced Shannon Van Kirk as incoming Moderator for 2003-2004.  Ms. Imm-Stroukoff explained that Susan Nurse, who had been elected as incoming Moderator, was unable to attend the Conference this year and will also be unable to serve as Moderator for 2003-2004.  She will instead serve as Update column Editor for the coming year.  Pat Siska also had to step down as Update column editor. 
Ms. Imm-Stroukoff had asked through the listserve for volunteers for Moderator and Vice‑Moderator position for the years 2004-2005.   Sara Harrington graciously volunteered to be moderator and was unanimously elected by the group.   
Members thanked Eumie Imm-Stroukoff and others for their service in 2002-2003. Every one introduced themselves and a special welcome was extended to first-time members and visitors, Debby Aframe, Sandra R. Rothenberg, and Kelly Wolfe

SESSIONS/PROPOSALS

Proposals for 2004 Conference in New York were briefly discussed.  Ms. Imm-Stroukof explained that the proposal submitted for the 2003 conference was turned down because it was similar to another session, but that we were encouraged to submit the same proposal for Women Collectors in New York.  Further ideas for proposals could be discussed on the WomArt Listserve.  Deadline for proposals is May 5th and should include the format and general topic.  
UPDATE EDITOR
Although some members did publish, we had no column editor who was able to serve this year.  We were reminded that it is very important for the Roundtable to be visible in the newsletter.  Highlights and reviews of new literature (articles, books, etc), notices of exhibitions, conferences, etc. should be sent in for publication.  Sara MacDonald mentioned that Edith Crowe, who was Update Editor years ago, looked also for materials on women artists outside of art journals, such as in the social sciences, and we could do that again. Bibliographies of exhibition catalogs relative to women were also suggested.  Sharon Wasserman says that we could link to the exhibitions page of the National Museum of Women in the Arts website.  http://www.nmwa.org/library/libindex.htm.   

MEMBERS - RESEARCH PROJECTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Edith Rice completed a project on women’s book plate publications.  She explained the great difficulty of tracking women because of name changes with marriage and non-gender specific names like Shirley, Beverly, etc.   Sara Harrington is publishing an article in Art Documentation entitled “Women’s Work: Domestic Labor in American World War II Posters”.  
WOMAN AND ART WEBSITE
Copies of the Women and Art Website pages http://condor.depaul.edu/~sclarke/arlis/womart.htm were passed around for comment.   The site was designed and is maintained by WomArt member, Susan Clarke.  She noted the Members Directory page and asked that corrections/changes/additions be made and in the future be sent to her at sclarke@depaul.edu.  
It was further noted that a link to the WomArt Listserv was added with instructions on how to subscribe. The Listserve was set up a few years ago by Carol Goldsmith, but little has been done with it.  The potential uses of this listserve should be explored.  Much discussion ensued and we were encouraged to better use this communication forum.  Things to discuss on it could be: Proposals for conferences, news of interest to our group, possible projects, bibliographies, and exhibits.  
OUR PURPOSE AS A ROUNDTABLE:

In an effort to comply with the 2003 request of the Arlis Organization for each Arlis committee and roundtable to justify its need for continuing existence, the Women and Art Roundtable discussed the group’s purpose and effectiveness of its activities.  Sara Harrington agreed that we have to justify the existence of this particular roundtable.  She would like to see it more active because women have been traditionally underrepresented at large and there is a need for bibliographies of their work.  Shannon Van Kirk suggested that whatever we come across should be sent in and put up on the web site as a “a dynamic document.” She agreed we need to remain a formal group, pointing out that “when we stop insisting on the scholarship it will go away”.  Sara Harrington noted that our primary function was to present sessions and that we have done some great ones in the past.  She suggested a good topic would be Ferris Ohlen who founded this roundtable and has been involved for decades.  Ms. Harrington agreed to talk to Ms. Ohlen.    

Sandra Rothenberg talked to Miguel Juarez, a Roundtable member not present at this meeting, who was trying to put together names of deceased women photographers.  He also realized how hard it was to track them down.   
Everyone agreed that there is a need to know what other members are doing, that many of us constitute a “panel of experts” on the topic of Women and Art.    Others pointed out that as long as it’s difficult to answer questions about women artists, then we need a group like this.  Edith A. Rights agreed that that from the point of research, it is very difficult to find women because of married names like Mrs Richard Wagner.  For her project, she was unable to find any information on women like this, so she had to leave them out.  Also, there are many non-gender specific names such as Marion Bridgeman, which could be a man or a woman.     
Ms. Van Kirk reminded us that a formal group necessitates commitment.  “We should have a goal, a project that we are all participating in, the beginnings of a network”.  Ms. Harrington said that it need not be just be about women artists but could be women connected with art in any way.  She cited a new book called A Women’s Education.  
Sara MacDonald said that an article in Art Documentation is not ephemeral.  It becomes a usable tool.  Ms. Van Kirk said she would be willing to compile the information, but really thinks we need to discuss what the project should be.  
Debby Aframe said that in order to recruit people to the group we need to have something to offer.  A clearer definition of what the group is would help. What are its goals and what it is trying to accomplish?  So far that’s not clear.  Kelly Wolfe said that students studying art are very interested now in studying female artists, and feminists are taking on the subject of women artists.  Ms. Aframe said that the roundtable serves as a vehicle for us.    Women artists are hard to find, so doing research on women is problematic.  She agreed that a bibliography would be good and we all need to be alerted to any that are out there or in preparation, perhaps through the WomArt Listserve or the ARLIS Listserve.  .

ARCHIVES

There is a big gap in past papers and documentation of activities of the roundtable.  If anyone has historical information, documents of past meetings, sessions, or anything else, please pass them on to the current moderator.  Then we need someone to organize them and create an archive. 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at  6:00 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by Susan Clarke

