
Comprehensive Examination in
Experimental Psychology for Fall 2005
Social Comprehensive Questions and Readings:
Social Comprehensive Questions

1. Imagine that in a remote island off the coast of Indonesia, a new branch of homo sapiens
was recently discovered.  If that wasn't curious enough, the tribe there was found to have no
apparent division of labor by gender.  What challenges does this kind of behavior present to at
least two major theories addressing gender differences? Also, how could these two theories
continue to explain the usual gender differences observed in most societies, but still
accommodate the lack of gender roles found in this new tribe of people?

2. Discuss three new areas of research related to the study of gender or sexuality that have
emerged from the field of social psychology in the past 25 years.  Be sure to discuss theory
underlying and/or driving this research.  (Note: Not all areas should pertain to gender
differences.)  

3. Current research in Social Psychology has given a lot of attention to the distinction
between automatic (unconscious)/heuristic processes, and controlled (conscious)/more thoughtful
processes in how we perceive others and ourselves. Summarize the key findings in the literature
and integrate them into a larger picture of how we use both automatic and controlled processes in
both self-perception and social perception.

4. There have been efforts to bridge the gap between social cognition and intimate
relationships. Discuss this trend, giving specific examples. What do you see as the potential
benefits to each of these areas of research and theory by drawing on the other?

5. More than 30 years ago, Bob Zajonc claimed that “preferences need no inferences.” What
was the theoretical thrust of this claim? What does the research in affect and cognition since then
suggest about its veracity?
 

6. The Nobel Committee has decided to add a new award: The Nobel Prize for Social
Psychology Theory.  In order to make up for lost time, the Committee has decided to award three
prizes immediately covering the time since the inception of the field until today.  Please
nominate three theories for this honor. As a preface to your answer, please explain your selection
criteria (e.g., what makes a good theory).  Then provide a brief background and summary of each
of the three theories you have selected for the award and explain how each meets the criteria you
specified.  Be sure to be persuasive in arguing the merits of the theories you nominate and
explain why you did not nominate other viable competitors.
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Social Comprehensive Readings

In addition to this reading list, students are expected to supplement their readings where
appropriate from their graduate courses, including Social Psychology, Social Cognition,
Advanced Psychology of Women, and Interpersonal Relationships.  

Anderson, S.M., & Klatzky, R.L.  (1987).  Traits and social stereotypes: Levels of
categorization in person perception.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 53, 235-246.

Asch, S.E. (1955)  Opinion and social pressure. Scientific American, 193, 31-35

Bargh, J., Chen, M. & Burrows, L. (1996). Automaticity of social behavior: Direct effects
of trait construct and stereotype activation on action. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 71, 230-244.

Baron, R. M., & Kenny, D.A. (1986) The moderator-mediator variable distinction in
social psychology research:  Conceptual, strategic, and statistical considerations, Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 51, 1173-1182.

Bem, D. (1967). Self-perception: An alternative interpretation of cognitive dissonance
phemonena. Psychological Review, 74, 183-200.

Bem, Sandra (1996) Transforming the debate on sexual inequality.  From biological
differences to institutionalized androcentrism. In J. C. Chrisler, C. Golden, & P. D. Rozee (Eds.),
Lectures on the psychology of women (pp. 8-21). NY: McGraw-Hill.

Berscheid, E.  (1983).  Emotion.  In H.H. Kelley et al.  (Eds), Close relationships (pp.
360-396).  New York: Freeman.

Bosson, J.D., & Swann, W.B., Jr. (1999) Self-liking, self-competence, and the quest for
self-verification, Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 25, 12301241.

Bradbury, T., & Fincham, F.  (1988).  Individual difference variables in close
relationships: A contextual model of marriage as an integrative framework.  Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 54, 713-721.

Brewer, M., Weber, J., & Carini, B. (1995). Person memory in intergroup contexts:
Categorization versus individuation. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 29-40. 

Buss, D. M. (1998) Psychological sex differences: Origins through sexual selection.
American Psychologist, 50, 1640-171.

Carlson, M., Charlin, B., & Miller, N.  (1988).  Positive mood and helping behavior: A
test of six hypotheses.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 55, 211-229.

Cialdini, R.B., et al. (1976) Basking in reflected glory:  Three (football) field studies.
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 34, 366-375.
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Clark, M.S., & Isen, A.M.  (1982).  Toward understanding the relationship between
feeling states and social behavior.  In a. Hastorf & A.M. Isen (Eds.), Cognitive Social
Psychology, New York: Elsevier North Holland.

Crocker, J., & Major, B. (1989) Social stigma and self-esteem: The self-protective
properties of stigma. Psychological Review. 96, 608-630.

Darley, J. & Gross, P. (1983). A hypothesis-confirming bias in labeling effects. Journal
of Personality and Social Psychology, 44, 20-33.

Darley, J.M., & Latane, B.  (1968).  Bystander intervention in emergencies : Diffusion of
responsibility.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 8, 377-383.

Depaulo, B.M.  (1992).  Nonverbal behavior and self-presentation.  Psychological
Bulletin, 111, 203-243.

Devine, P.G.  (1989).  Stereotypes and prejudice: Their automatic and controlled
components.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 56, 5-18.

Dovidio, J., Kawakami, K., Johnson, C., Johnson, B., & Howard, A. (1997). On the
nature of prejudice: Automatic and controlled processes.  Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology, 33, 510-540. 

Dunning, D., Leuenberger, A., & Sherman, D. (1995). A new look at motivated
inference: Are self-serving theories of success a product of motivational forces? Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 58-68.

Dweck, C.S., & Leggett, E.L.  (1988).  A social-cognitive approach to motivation and
personality.  Psychological Review, 95, 256-273.

Eagly, A. & Chaiken, S. (1998). Attitude structure and function. In D. Gilbert, S. Fiske, &
G. Lindzey (Eds.), The handbook of social psychology (4 ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Eagly, A. & Wood, W. (1999)  The origins of sex differences in human behavior:
Evolved dispositions versus social roles. American Psychologist, 54, 408-423.

Erber, R., Fiske, S.T.  (1984).  Outcome dependency and attention to inconsistent
information.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 47, 709-726.

Erber, R., Wegner, D.M., & Therriault, N.  (1996).  On being cool and collected: Mood
regulation in anticipation of social interaction.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,
70, 757-766.

Fazio, R.H., Zanna, M.P., & Cooper, J. (1977) Dissonance and self-perception:  An
integrative view of each theory's proper domain of application, Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology, 13, 464-479.

Social Questions and Readings s3



Festinger, L. & Carlsmith, J. M. (1959). Cognitive consequences of forced compliance.
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 58, 203-210.

Gilbert, D.T.,  & Hixon, J.G.  (1991).  The trouble of thinking: activation and application
of stereotypic beliefs.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 60, 509-517.

Gilovich, T. (1991). How we know what isn’t so: The fallibility of human reason in
everyday life. (Chapter 3: Seeing what we expect to see: The biased evaluation of ambiguous and
inconsistent data). New York: The Free Press. 

Glick, P., Fiske, S.T., Mladinic, A., Saiz, J.L., Abrams D., et al. (2000)  Beyond prejudice
and simply antipathy:  Hostile and benevolent sexism across cultures. Journal of Personality and
Social Psychology, 79, 763-775.

Gonnerman, M.E., Jr., Parker, C.P., Lavine, H., & Huff, J. (2000).  The relationship
between self-discrepancies and affective states:  The moderating roles of self-monitoring and
standpoints on the self. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 26, 810-819.

Greenwald, A. & Banaji, M. (1995). Implicit social cognition: Attitudes, self-esteem and
stereotypes. Psychological Review, 102, 4-27. 

Gutieres, S.E., Kenrick, D.T.,  & Partch, J.J. (1999) Beauty, dominance, and the mating
game:  Contrast effects in self-assessment reflect gender differences in mate selection,
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 25, 1126-1134.

Heilman, M. E. (2001)  Description and Prescription:  How gender stereotypes prevent
women's ascent up the organizational ladder.  Journal of Social Issues, 57, 657-674.

Higgins, E.T.  (1987).  Self-discrepancy: a theory relating self and affect.  Psychological
Review, 94, 319-340.

Karney, B. R., & Bradbury, T. N. (1995).  The longitudinal course of marriage quality
and stability: A review of theory, method, and research. Psychological Bulletin, 118, 3-34.

Kahn, A.S., Jackson, J., Kully, C., Badger, K., & Halvorsen, J. (2003)  Calling it rape:
Differences in experiences of women who do or do not label their sexual assault as rape.
Psychology of Women Quarterly, 27, 233-242.

Kitayama, S., Markus, H.R., Matsumoto, H., & Norasakkunikit  (1997).  Individual and
collective processes in the construction of the self in the U.S. and Japan.  Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology, 72, 1245-1267.

Lonsway, K.A., & Fitzgerald, L.F.  (1995).  Attitudinal antecedents of rape myth
acceptance.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 68, 704-711.

Macrae, C.N., Bodenhausen, G.V., Milne, A.B., & Jetten, J.  (1994).  Out of mind but
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back in sight: Stereotypes on the rebound.  Journal of Personality and Social Pschology, 67, 808-
817.

Milgram, S.  (1963).  Behavioral study of obedience.  Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology, 67, 371-378.

Mischel, W.  (1990).  Personality dispositions revisited and revised: A view after three
decades.  In L.A. Pervin (Ed.), Handbook of personality: Theory and research (pp. 11-134).
New York:Guilford Press.

Morris, M.W., & Peng, K.  (1994).  Culture and cause: American and 
Chinese attributions for social and physical events.  Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 67, 949-971.

Murray, S. L., & Holmes, J. G. (1999). The (mental) ties that bind: Cognitive structures
that predict relationship resilience. Journal of Personality & Social Psychology, 77(6), 1228-
1244.

Peplau, L.A. & Garnets, L.D. (2000)  A new paradigm for understanding women's
sexuality and sexual orientation. Journal of Social Issues, 56, 329-350.

Petty, R.E., & Cacioppoc, J.T. (1984) The effects of involvement on responses to
argument quantity and quality:  Central and peripheral routes to persuasion, Journal of
Personality & Social Psychology, 46, 69-81.

Petty, R.E., & Cacioppo, J.T.  (1986).  The elaboration likelihood model of persuasion. In
L. Berkowitz (Ed.), Advances in Experimental Social Psychology (Vol. 19, pp. 123-205.  New
York: Academic Press.

Prior, J.B., & Whalen, N.J. (1997) A typology of sexual harassment: Characteristics of
harassers and the social circumstances under which sexual harassment
occurs.  In O'Donohue, W., (ed.), Sexual harassment: Theory, research, and treatment
(pp. 129-151). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Reeder, G.D., & Brewer, M.B.  (1979).  A schematic model of dispositional attribution in
interpersonal perception.  Psychological Review, 86, 61-79.

Ross, L. et. al., (1977). The "false consensus effect": An egocentric bias in social
perception and attribution processes. Journal of Experimental and Social Psychology, 13, 279-
285, 289-301.

Rusbult, C.E., & Martz, J.M. (1995)  Remaining in an abusive relationship:  An
investment model analysis of nonvoluntary dependence. Personality and Social Psychology
Bulletin, 21, 558-571.
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Sedikides, C., Campbell, W.K., Reeder, G.D., & Elliot, A.J.  (1998).  The self-
serving bias in relational context.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 74, 378-386.

Sherif, M. (1956) Experiments in group conflict.  Scientific American, 195, 54-58.

Simpson, J.A., Rholes, W.S., & Phillips, D.  (1996).  Conflict in close relationships: an
attachment perspective.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 71, 899-914.

Snyder, M., & Swann, W.B., Jr.  (1978).  Hypothesis-testing processes in social
interaction.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 36, 1202-1212.

Snyder, M., Tanke, E., & Berscheid, E. (1977). Social perception and interpersonal
behavior: On the self-fulfilling nature of social stereotypes. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 35, 656-666.

Srull, T.K., & Wyer, R.S., Jr.  (1989).  Person memory and judgment.  Psychological
Review, 96, 58-83.

Steele, C.M., & Aronson, J.  (1995).  Stereotype threat and the intellectual test
performance of African Americans.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 797-811.

Taylor, S.E., & Brown, J.D. (1988) Illusion and well-being: A social psychological
perspective on mental health. Psychological Bulletin, 103, 193-210.

Taylor, S. E., Klein, L. C., Lewis, B. P., Gruenewald, T., Gurung, R. A. R., & Updegraff,
J. A. (2000). Biobehavioral responses to stress in females: Tend-and-befriend, not fight-or-flight.
Psychological Review. 107(3), 411-429.

Tesser, A.  (1988).  Toward a self-evaluation maintenance model of social behavior.  In
L. Berkowitz (Ed.), Advances in Experimental Social Psychology (Vol. 21, pp. 181-227).  New
York: Academic Press.

Tesser, A.  (1995). Advanced Social Psychology.  New York: MacGraw-Hill.

Triandis, H.C.  (1989).  The self and social behavior in differing cultural contexts. 
Psychological Review, 96, 506-520.

Tversky, A., & Kahneman, D.  (1974).  Judgment under uncertainty: Heuristics and
biases.  Science, 185, 1124-1131.

Vallacher, R.R., & Wegner, D.M.  (1987).  What do people think they are doing?  Action
identification and human behavior.  Psychological Review, 94, 3-15.

Wegner, D.M., Erber, R., & Zanakos, S.  (1993).  Ironic processes in the mental control
of moods and mood-related thought.  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 65, 1093-
1104.
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Wilson, T.D., Depaulo, B.M., Mook, D.G., & Klaaren, K.  (1993).  Scientists’
evaluations of research: The biasing effects of the importance of the topic.  Psychological
Science, 4, 322-325.

Wilson, T.D., & Schooler, J.W. (1991) Thinking too much:  Introspection can reduce the
quality of preferences and decisions. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 60, 181-102.
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