DICOM – A Standard
http://medical.nema.org/dicom/geninfo/dicom_strategy/Strategy_2003-02-07.htm 
Digital Imaging and Communications in Medicine

· Original Purpose: create a standard method for the transmission of medical images and their associated information
· Originally, images were stored in proprietary format, and files were transferred over removable media or on local networks
· DICOM specified a network protocol using TCP/IP;  Further it defined information Objects not only as images, but also for other groupings such as patients, reports, etc
· PACS: picture archiving and communications systems
· DICOM facilitated expansion/dev of PACS
· DICOM facilitated interfacing with medical systems interfaces

Scope of DICOM

· “The DICOM Standards Committee exists to create and maintain international standards for communication of biomedical diagnostic and therapeutic information in disciplines that use digital images and associated data”

· Every major diagnostic medical imaging vendor in the world has incorporated the standard into their product design and most are actively participating in the enhancement of the Standard. Most of the professional societies throughout the world have supported and are participating in the enhancement of the standard as well.
· DICOM is used or will soon be used by virtually every medical profession that utilizes images within the healthcare industry. These include cardiology, dentistry, endoscopy, mammography, opthamology, orthopedics, pathology, pediatrics, radiation therapy, radiology, surgery, etc. DICOM is even used in veterinary medical imaging applications.
The DICOM header has many fields, but they are not compulsory.

Tech requirements not many!  (P-900, 75GB SCSI HD;  256RAM, Access 2000)

“…could be copied using Windows “COpy” and “Paste”…
I will leave the more detailed explanations of the technical side of the dicom std to a network professional…
PACS:
· The imaging component of the Electronic Medical Record
· Ideally is accompanied by a suite of integrated products: schedule, exam, Dx, billing, etc

