www.abkaria.com 

MEN
PRIVATE
Name:
Ahmed Elbatanouny 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
16 Basra st. Mohndessen ,Egypt 

City:
Giza 

Phone:
02 3361184,02 7619315 

Email:
mbatanouny@hotmail.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
Ping Pong 

Where:
-----Shooting Club 

Regular Activities:
body building, track & field, ping pong. 

My words:
no comment 

PRIVATE
Name:
Ahmed 

Age:
10-15 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
Cairo 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
hanson14286@yahoo.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
i like swiming, Britney spears, christina augulira, jenifer lopez, i love gurls so much they are the most cutest creature, they are funny, i love surfing the net, wearing baggy, funky clothes, and i like going out with freinds. 

My words:
i love this site! it is awesome 

Ammar, Algerian living in Tripoli, met on Islam2 on MSN on Nov 15

ammar_zk@hotmail.com  

PRIVATE
Name:
ashraf hussien omran—contacted him Nov 4 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
Myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
Giza 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
a_h_omran@yahoo.com 

Traveling To:
SharmElSheikh 

Traveling On:
January 

Practice:
Swimming 

Where:
-----Shooting Club 

Regular Activities:
Swimming, surfing, diving, tennis, squash, biking, volleyball, going to movies, music, painting, reading, camping, hunting fishing, computer, & all other forms of activities 

My words:
no comment 

November 13, 2000

Hi William, sorry for being so late to anser your message.i am very busy in my studies,I am happy for your intention to visit Egypt.You will enjoy yourslf very much.most of the egyptian films show how great EGYPT is,but actually Egypt is much more better & stronger.A lot of things u will know about EGYPT but when u visit us.Sorry I have to go now,but I NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT U :AGE...M/F...WHAT U STUDY...etc. looking forward to hear from u.Bye 

____________

Hi Ashraf, Thanks for the eamil.

You sound like you're very busy. Are you a student now? What do you study?

I'm an instructor at a university here in Chicago and teach ESL to immigrants. These are people who want to study their MBA or to study computers but need more English first. I'm 32 years old and have lived in Chicago for about 5 years now. And I'm a man, which is OK for us to be friends but maybe you'd like to email with a pretty girl more than with an English instructor? :)

This Friday I will see another Egyptian movie, this time about Umm Khulthum. It will be very good I'm sure.

PRIVATE
Name:
eLyY 


Age:
21-30 


Sex:
Male 


Nationality:
Egyptian 


Home Page:
www.elysshits.com 


Address:
******* 


City:
Giza 


Phone:
0105250989 


Email:
elynaz_21@hotmail.com 


Traveling To:
Hurghada 


Traveling On:
November 


Reservation:



Want to practice:
no activity 


Where:
undefined 


Regular Activities:



My Words:
no comment 


PRIVATE
Name:
Faisal—contacted Nov 4—delivery failure—finally worked 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
26 Ibrahim st. 

City:
Cairo 

Phone:
010 1200735 

Email:
faisal@menanet.net 

Traveling To:
Cairo 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
Reading 

Where:
Anyplace 

Regular Activities:
snooker/reading/politics/movies 

My words:
no comment 

Faisal, I saw your member profile on abkaria.com and wanted to ask you about 
some Egyptian movies. I'm in chicago now and will come to Egypt, for my 
first time, in December. I plan to be there 4 months traveling and studying. 

Last night I saw the movie Nasser 56. Next week here in Chicago, they're 
showingAl abwab al moghlaka. It sounds a little bit strange. Have you seen 
it? do you recommend it? 

Each November there is a small Arabic film fest here and this year they'll 
show 3 or 4 from Egypt. Last year they didn't have any during the Arabic 
film fest but, in June 1999, there were two special Egyptain film festivals. 
One just for Youssef Chahine and another devoted to Egytpian musicals (Love 
in Karnak, Dahab, Ice Cream in Gleam, etc). 

In Egypt is it possible/easy/impossible to rent Arabic language videos but 
with English (or maybe French?) subtitles at the bottom? I'd like to be able 
to watch Egyptian movies there but won't know enough Arabic to do this. 

Thanks for your time, 

William 

November 7, 2000

Dear Wiliam ; 

I Think that its almost imposibel to rent an arabic translated movie in Egypt ,Al abwab al moghlaka I've heard that its a good one but i can't remeber it . 

Today is the oppening of Cairo film festival so try to come within this week if u can, and about arabic movies I will send u a list of names of some good moviesin another e-mail soon, acomanpied by a link to the film festivals home page soon movies. 

PRIVATE
Name:
hamdy mohammed elomda 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
USA 

Homepage:
http://www.elomda.bizland.com 

Address:
28 mohamed fouad galal 

City:
Alexandria 

Phone:
0123568439 

Email:
hamdy@internetmisr.com 

Traveling To:
Sharm El Sheikh 

Traveling On:
January 

Practice:
Dancing 

Where:
Anyplace 

Regular Activities:
web design, bridge, dance 

My words:
no comment 

PRIVATE
Name:
hazem selim 

Age:
Above40 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
34 a el hegaz str. heliopolis 

City:
-----Masrelgedida 

Phone:
6390630 

Email:
ha1z@yahoo.com 

Traveling To:
Alexandria 

Traveling On:
October 

Practice:
Dancing 

Where:
Anyplace 

Regular Activities:
i love music arts used to play squash reket i love swimming 

My words:
good idea 

Sent to Hazem

Hi Hazem. I saw your profile on Abkaria.com and wanted to write to you. I've never been to Egypt but will arrive soon for what I hope will be 4 great months of a little travel, lots of studying Arabic, and even more time for meeting Egyptians and learning about your country.

I saw that you're interested in music and art. A question, during Ramadan, will art galleries be open very much in Cairo? I've read that museums stay open during Ramadan, but with sometimes shorter hours or sometimes longer lunch breaks (not for lunch but for noon prayers). but what about art galleries? Maybe they close for the month or maybe they open in the evening when people have had their feteer?

Some friends here tried to convince me NOT to visit during Ramadan. A Saudi friend, who's visited Cairo told me all movie theaters and discos close and that there's no music even on the radio. I wonder if that's true. A Pakistani friend told me, "Oh, during Ramadan people will be a lot more serious and tired so it will be harder to make friends." 

Maybe this is true, or maybe not but I have my vacation from December 1-March 31 and wanted to spend ALL of it in Egypt. If things are closed, I guess I'll have more free time to study Arabic!!

November 14, 2000

Guillermo Lobo: hi, i received ur mail and here are my coments on it ramadan as a holy month in egypt for moslems is more a relegeous month u can not drink alchol in bars except after sun set but u will not find a company there, discos will be empty. except that every day life is normal personaly i like that month. i wish u a nice stay here u can call me when u arrive my phone is 012 217 09 38 sorry for being on a rush bye hazem 

________________

Thanks for your email, Hazem. I've added your phone number to  my hotmail address book. I already had one from Abkaria.com that said 6390630, and now I have both.

What is your job in Cairo? Are you a native Cairene? Did you learn French as well as English? 

Here in Chicago I teach English to adult immigrants at the university. Many of them will study business (MBA) or computers but need to get better English first. When I'm in Egypt for 3 months, I also might teach some English classes.
I will be leaving for Egypt in just 2 weeks and am eager to be there. I'll travel with my father for 3 weeks and then be by myself for 3 months learning Arabic. Ramadan will in some ways be difficult for traveling: the museums close a little early and restaurants often are closed in the day, I think. But friends told me people are very friendly at night during Ramadan and that fuduur (??=when people eat at night) is a lot of fun.

I'll call you when I arrive in Cairo. Thanks for your email again.

PRIVATE
Name:
Jawad—contacted Nov 4 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Arab Country 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
Cairo 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
jnabulsi@usa.net 

Traveling To:
Cairo 

Traveling On:
June 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
soccer, judo beach and partyyyyyyyy 

My words:
I just luv egypt i lived there if u want any info email me 

Hi Jawad, I got your email from Abkaria.com which I saw for the first time yesterday. I've never been to Egypt but will be going soon to spend about 4 months there. Some travel but a lot of study (mostly Arabic, just for pleasure). I read that you're not Egyptian but are an Arab living in Cairo (?) who loves the city and the country.

Maybe you could give me a bit of advice. I'll travel with my Dad for 3 weeks in December and then he'll go back to the USA but i'll stay on in Egypt, I hope, until the end of March. Where do you think it would be better to live: Alex or Cairo? I've lived in other big cities in developing countries (Mexico City for 3 months and New Delhi for 3 years), so this won't be my first time. Lots of people told me that Alex would generally be easier. True?

If you have any information or recommendations, let me know. 

Where are you from originally? Did you live in Egypt before or just visit? If you lived there, did you try to learn to speak the Egyptian dialect of Arabic or simply continue to speak your own dialect or did you use Modern Standard Arabic most of the time. I don't know ANY of these, but have studied Urdu and Turkish (which will help me a little bit with some of the vocabulary but not with the grammar).

If you're interested in writing me, that would be great.

Thanks, 

William

___________________________________

Hi William, 

I hope everything is fine, i would be very happy to give u advice about egypt, u asked about weather u should live in cairo or alex, for me by far i would choose cairo, and it all depends on how old r u, i mean cairo has EVERYTHING and every class type and people and very much different and more experiences than u would have in alex. I lived in egypt almost all my life so my accent is exactly the same, and this is much better cause u can interact with people easier and i dont think ur turkish or urdu will help. I think u told me ur going in december and this would be Ramadan(people fast) and ur gonna see a different way of living than the rest of the year. I would advise u to go to sharm-el skhikh, hurghada, and alex but its going to be a bit cold. and if u want more info on where to stay and all of that just send me info about ur self, i mean what type of person u are cause there is all kinds of tasts in egypt, i would be gladely to inform u Sincerely, Jawad 

____________________________________

Usually I like big cities and that makes me think "go to Cairo" but a number of friends told me that Alex too has many interesting things, is cosmopolitan, and has the ocean right next to it. Probably what I'll do is visit each city for a few days and then try to decide. The good thing is that they're close. if I live in alex but want to see the pyramids or to have some more wild night life, I can always take a bus, 2 hours later be in Cairo and then just stay over night in a hotel.

The Urdu and Turkish will help, but just for vocabulary. Sure the pronunicaiton will be differnt and the grammar VERY different, but having *some* vocabulary similarity will help.

It's true that my first month will be Ramadan and, to be honest, I'd prefer that didn't happen my first month. BUT, my vacation starts in December and this year that's when Ramadan is, so I'll just accept that the first month, when I'm travelling with Dad, will be Ramadan. But that's OK because when I'm with my Dad, I can't really go out dancing, etc and I don't think there'll be a lot of parties in Ramadan, so it works out ok.

But I do plan to stay 3 months more after Ramadan is over.

since I love the ocean, Harghada and Sharm el Shaykh sound interesting BUT when I'm with my father we might not be able to go. I think that since he only has 3 weeks, he'll prefer to concentrate on more specifically Egyptian things. the ancient temples and ruins, obviously, but also Islamic Cairo and parts of Cairo connected with Egypt-as-the-world's-largest-Arabic-speaking-country.

When the weather gets warmed in March, and when maybe I'm getting bored studying all the time, then I think it would be great to visit Sinai or the Red Sea.

Are you in Egypt now? In Cairo?

I need to write a test for my students tomorrow. I really don't want to, but it has to be done.

Thanks again for th email.

Mahmoud, Water Cafe, Rowing

PRIVATE
Name:
Mohammed –contacted him Nov 4

Age:
16-20 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
http://home.cyberarmy.com/mohammed 

Address:
street 

City:
Cairo 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
lordbelial@mail.com 

Traveling To:
Hurghada 

Traveling On:
August 

Practice:
Bodybuilding 

Where:
-----Shooting Club 

Regular Activities:
bodybuilding, swimming 

My words:
no comment 

PRIVATE
Name:
moheb victor—contacted Nov 4—delivery failure 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
al haram 

City:
Giza 

Phone:
0123614701 

Email:
momo_lover@yahoo.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
travelling, all kinds of sports, music ,computer. 

My words:
enjoy life in a strong positive and creative spirit. 

Hi Momo, I'm William from Chicago and saw your name on Abkaria.com. Is "momo" like the small dumplings in Tibetan food? Probably not. Maybe it's like "more more"??

I'm brand new on Abkaria. I just found it yesterday and, for me, it looks good. Lots of Egyptians and also it looks like people do more than talk: they also make it easy to meet in real life. Right now, I'm a long way from Egypt but will be arriving there Dec 1 and plan to stay for 4 months.

You mentioned that you like to travel. I guess you probably know a lot of places in Egypt. I've been reading about many of the places from Ancient Egypt to see: Giza, Dashur, Saqqara, Thebes, Abydos, ...and am excited to see them. And I'd like to go to the Red Sea to snorkel or swim but think January might be too cold unless I go further south.

If you have any information or ideas, please email me.

Thanks, 

William

PRIVATE
Name:
Nightking—contacted Nov 4 

Age:
31-40 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
-----Masrelgedida 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
lovejudge66@hotmail.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
basketball, swimming, travelling in Egypt & out side Egypt & surfing on the net 

My words:
no comment 

November 10, 2000 

hi..... william , glade 2 know ur interest is the same & by the way i hope u enjoying n the festival .......sorry 4 taking long 2 answer u . 
about ur Q ? my answer is true discos close , about movie theaters i'm not sure i think n night time be open , any way thanks 4 ur flatter & my advice 2 u don't stay n home at night time of ramadan don't miss the fun at night there like some special programs n 5 ***** hotels , casinos on the NILE & celebration of egyptian muslims by this holly month n [[[[[[[ 
EL-HOSAINE area]]]]]]]] . 
by the way me b i'll b n egypt n 19th dec. 2 spend 7 days of ramadan & EID with my family just i hope 2 take a vaccation from my company. 
keep n touch........best of luck 


peace 
nightking 

PRIVATE
Name:
Polo 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Male 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
Giza 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
ashoukry@mednet2.camed.eun.eg 

Traveling To:
Cairo 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
Football 

Where:
-----Shooting Club 

Regular Activities:
football, squash, ping pong, charity, horse back riding 

My words:
I love VW Polo 

sarkiss@yahoo.com contacted Nov 4. He's not on Abkaria but is masri on soc.egyptian.culture

This is William the guy from Chicago whom you impressed with your posting about Ramadan. I think I might have mentioned that I'll be arriving in Cairo, Dec 1, and plan to spend about 4 months in Egypt. I'll travel with my Dad for 3 weeks; he's in Florida now with Mom but

will arrive in Egypt one day after me.

For both of us, it's our first trip to Egypt although he and I have traveled together quite a lot over the past 5 years. We've gone to Mexico and Guatemala several times for backpacking and Maya ruins. Last December we were in Italy for a whole month. Since my Mother's health is not so good, she won't be coming with us to Egypt but we'll be trying to keep in touch with her every day through phone calls and the internet. I've got a new digital camera and hope to send her photos of our daily activities.

Are you  in Cairo now or Alex or some other place? I won't be able to decide

just where I want to stay for 3 months until after traveling around with my

father. I hope that after seeing Cairo and Alex for a few days each (and

also spending maybe 2 weeks down south), I'll be able to decide.

If you want to write me, that'd be great. And maybe we could also meet when

I'm in Egypt.

Thanks for your email,

> >

william

Nov 7, 2000

Hi William, Thanks for your kind message. My name is Sarkiss, Masri is my nickname for the newsgroup (BTW Masri means Egyptian in Egyptian) I was born in Egypt (Cairo) but I now live in Canada (Toronto); I might be going to Egypt this winter; probably around Christmas/New Year to visit with my family; who knows, maybe we'll be in Cairo around the same time. 

You can e-mail me at this address, which I can pretty much access anywhere, and I will try to answer as frankly and objectively as I can. I have lived most of my life in Cairo/Guiza, and although I left about 10 years ago, I know quite a bit, and I can probably help if need be. 

If you're staying for a few weeks, it might also make sense to register with your embassy or consulate general, just in case you lose your passport or get into trouble. If you're a US citizen, then the embassy is right downtown (you can get the address/phone information from the web). Most other embassies/consulates are in the same neighborhood (Garden City) and it's very close to Tahrir square 'Midan El-Tahrir' which is one of the busiest squares in Cairo; and that's also where the famous Egyptian Museum is located. 

If you're on a shoe-string budget, I suggest to spend a bit more on a decent hotel room, Cairo weather (even in the winter) can get hot and dusty; there's nothing more refreshing than going back to your hotel room and taking a nice warm shower. Some nicer hotels also have in-room safe (where you can keep your passport and/or other important documents). Some have in-room internet and/or data ports. check Travelocity or Expedia for hotels/rooms specifics/prices/availability. 

For downtown lodging, I suggest the Nile-Hilton; it's reasonably priced, and is very strategically located; it also has a very popular cafe called 'Abou-Ali' where they serve -among other regular cafe fare- water pipe 'Shisha'; you might want to give it a try. 

Don't drink tap water, the municipality adds a lot of Chlorine to purify the water, and Florin (I guess to fight cavities), the last time I was in Egypt I drank tap water and I had serious diarrhea for two days. Drink bottled water, it's cheap, clean, and available pretty much everywhere. When in Cairo, especially in busier areas, be careful from pickpockets. Also be careful of being generous with pan-handlers/beggars : they seem to tell each other, and suddenly you'll be surrounded by armies of children and/or disabled people asking for change. 

I can't really tell you about the prices, since the last time I was in Egypt was in 1996, but cabs are very cheap in comparison to the states (but they're as bad or even worse than NYC cabs :) Don't even think of driving in Cairo, take a cab (preferably from the hotel). It never snows in Cairo, and expect the weather to be fairly mild (50s-60s during the day) and (50s-40s at night); with some possibility of rain. That's all for now, ask me any more questions and I'll be glad to help. Regards, Sarkiss BTW, I love Chicago, I lived there for a few months in 1987. 

Nov 7, 2000

>Thanks for your kind message.

>My name is Sarkiss, Masri is my nickname for the

>newsgroup (BTW Masri means Egyptian in Egyptian)

When I saw the name Masri and the email address of Masri.Masri I was pretty sure you'd chosen them as a disguise. "Masri" was one of the words I knew in Arabic even before I started studying some words. It's the same in Urdu and Turkish. Right now I only have a vocabulary of about 400 words in Arabic but, once I start to study there, hope to learn at least 50 a day. When I studied in Istanbul, I had a goal of 100 a day and in fact did an average of 70. hard work! It took about 4 hours daily just to memorize, and then I did grammar work, etc. But it was worth it since after 2 1/2 months I could speak conversationally quite well and read newspapers with some difficulty.

>If you're staying for a few weeks, it might also make

>sense to register with your embassy or consulate

>general, just in case you lose your passport or get

>into trouble.  

Acutally I'm planning on being in Egypt for 4 MONTHS. One month of travel with my Dad and then 3 more by myself, but not so much travel as study. That's the plan, anyway. I did this before in Mexico (5 months in 96-97) and Turkey (3 months in 93). When I lived in India for 5 years doing my graduate work, I often took two months off in the summer to go to the cooler mountains and study languages.

Since I'll be there so long, I don't expect to stay expensive hotels most of the time. When I'm with Dad we'll stay in middle range places, but nothing as nice as the Hilton with the exception of the first or last few days.

I hope to look for an apartment for the 3 months I'll be staying in one place, most likely in Alexandria. When I was in Istanbul in 93, I stayed in hotels and generally ate in restaurants. The hotel was simple, but OK and the restaurants all friendly,clean and healthy and most meals were about US$2. I spent, on average, just about $16 a day.

I discovere that when I travel it's much more expensive: all those bus tickets, museums, and more expensive hotels. But when I choose one place and stay there for a few months, daily expenses drop.

>it also has a very popular cafe called 'Abou-Ali'

>where they serve -among other regular cafe fare- water

>pipe 'Shisha'; you might want to give it a try.

My director was in Cairo last year and she also recommended the Shisha. She had apple and some other spices and loved them.

>BTW, I love Chicago, I lived there for a few months in

>1987.

>

I've never been to Toronto but am sure I'd like it. In general, liberals and progressives in the US wish that this country were more like Canada! Safer, cleaner, better public services, less aggressive, etc.

Did I mention the Egyptian film fest on here in Chicago this month? I saw Nasser 56 on friday and there'll be another this Friday.

WOMEN
PRIVATE
Name:
aida 

Age:
10-15 

Sex:
Female 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street6 mokkatam 

City:
-----Al Mokattam 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
baradex@way.cool.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
Tennis 

Where:
-----Gezira Club 

Regular Activities:
tennis,cricket,rounders,art,music,computer 

My words:
no comment 

PRIVATE
Name:
laila 

Age:
10-15 

Sex:
Female 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
Heliopolis 

City:
Cairo 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
loulaiety@hotmail.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
Tennis 

Where:
-----Heliopolis Club 

Regular Activities:
tennis,art,basketball 

My words:
no comment 

PRIVATE
Name:
hala 

Age:
31-40 

Sex:
Female 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
-----Nasr City 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
halaafifi@hotmail.com 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
reading, charity, bridge 

My words:
no comment 

Name: Heba 

Age: 21-30 

Sex: Female 

Nationality: Egyptian 

Homepage: myhomepage 

Address: gamet el dual el arabia street 

City: -----Al Mohandessen 

Phone: 

Email: heba@abkaria.com 

Traveling To: no place 

Traveling On: undefined 

Practice: Painting, Anti Cancer Team 

Where: At My Place 

Regular Activities: 

My words: Smile 
PRIVATE
Name:
manal 

Age:
21-30 

Sex:
Female 

Nationality:
Egyptian 

Homepage:
myhomepage 

Address:
street 

City:
----Gleem 

Phone:
phone 

Email:
email 

Traveling To:
no place 

Traveling On:
undefined 

Practice:
no activity 

Where:
undefined 

Regular Activities:
reading, listening to music and shopping 

My words:
no comment 

