Activity Title:   Maps provide information through visual drawings   
Grade Level:  3-9th
Introduction of Maps 
Discuss the parts of a map: compass, scale, title, legend or key, notations.  Review types of maps: topographic, political, military, bird’s eye and raised relief.

Activity Overview: 
Abraham Lincoln was elected during a time of internal conflict and constant debate about several different issues. One of the major divisions between the states was slavery. The Republican Party created a map to show this issue of slavery to the general population in an attempt to persuade them towards their perspective. The map from the 1850s shows several different important issues like the growing sectionalism, congressional representation by state, and the number of slave owners. The activity will look at the map as a visual demonstration of how the United States was divided on the slavery issue.
Maps: Exhibition Reynolds’s Political Map of the United States 
Goal of the Activity:
The students will take an active role in the activity by acting as historians. They will ask questions to discover the secrets the map holds. The students will use analysis worksheets to guide their investigation.  
Learning Objectives:
Gain an understanding with one of the issues Abraham Lincoln feat at the start of his presidency. 
Understand how maps can give a visual representation of a historical issue.  
Learn how to read a map 
Analyze maps as primary sources.
Understand the regions of the United States

Investigative Questions:
How does the map represents the individual states stance position on slavery? 

Primary Sources Learning Practices:
Use a map analysis sheets 
Tips for reading the political map:
The Free states are in red
The slave states are in black
The territory open to slavery or freedom are in green
Additional research: 
If possible, allow time for further research with supplemental resources from your library: biographies, non-fiction, on-line resources from the Library of Congress.
Assessment:
Teacher observation of critical thinking. 
Evaluate the student analysis sheets.
Map Analysis Worksheet

Student name__________________________
1. TYPE OF MAP (check one):

____ Raised relief map

____ Bird’s-eye view

____ Topographic map

____ Military map

____ Political map


____ Satellite photograph/mosaic

____ Contour-line map

____ Pictograph

____ Natural resource map

____ Weather map

____ Artifact map


____ Other ( )

2. PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE MAP (check one or more):

____ Compass



____ Name of mapmaker

____ Handwritten


____ Title

____ Date



____ Legend (key)

____ Notations


____ Other

____ Scale

3. DATE OF MAP:

4. CREATOR OF MAP:

5. WHERE WAS THE MAP PRODUCED?

6. MAP INFORMATION

A. List three things in this map that you think are important:

1.

2.

3.

B. Why do you think this map was drawn?

C. What evidence in the map suggests why it was drawn?

D. What information does the map add to the textbook’s account of this event?

E. Does the information in this map support or contradict information that you have read about this event? Explain.

F. What seems to be missing or is confusing in this map? 

G. Write a question to the mapmaker that is left unanswered by this map. 

 3rd 4th Grade students will identify:
What states are northern / free states versus southern / slave states and name them?

What states have more landmass / are larger? 

5th 7th Grade students will identify:
What states have more landmass free or slave? Can you draw any conclusions from this?

How many individual people have slaves?   
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