	


Learning Goals/Outcomes
College of Communication
Media and Cinema Studies Student Learning Goals
Upon graduation, all Media and Cinema Studies student will possess:
Critical/Theoretical Literacies

· Understand the historical foundations and theoretical approaches to media and cinema studies, including but not limited to classical film theory, feminist criticism, critical race studies, cultural studies, reception studies, genre studies, relationships between media arts and other arts, and situate works within these multiple contexts. Applicable Courses: These goals are met in courses such as Introduction to Media Communication, Media and Cultural Studies, Film Theory; our historical courses, beginning with the History of Cinema sequence and History of Broadcasting; and continuing through Topics in Film Studies, Topics in Radio Studies, Topics in Television Studies, and Topics in Media Studies. The relationships between media arts and other arts are addressed through Film/Video Analysis and in several production courses.

· Understand how elements of formal style impact audience interpretation of a work. Applicable Courses: Courses like the ones in our core sequence, beginning with Film/Video Analysis and Media Literacies, and continuing in Introduction to Documentary Studies and Topics in Film Genres.

· Develop skills of observation and critical analysis. Applicable Courses: Our core sequence (see above) trains students in observing media texts closely. Our production courses also train students in observing audio-visual media to provide feedback on their own projects or in a professional context as a member of a production team.

· Learn ways in which the media arts can be important in our social and personal lives and apply our learning in the service of larger communities. Applicable Courses: All of the courses in the History of Cinema sequence, Topics in Film Studies, and Topics in Global Cinema examine the issue of media arts and their relationships to their cultures, while our production courses offer students opportunities to make short films and videos about community issues and/or for community groups. Internships also offer opportunities to reflect on this.

· Understand the relationship between media and social movements. Applicable Courses: Our film and broadcast history courses, Introduction to Documentary Studies, and Topics in Documentary Studies are examples of courses that meet this learning goal.

· Understand local and global political and economic structures of our contemporary media environment. Applicable Courses: Our Media Literacies, History of Broadcasting, History of Cinema III, 1975-present, and International/Global Communication courses will cover these topics.

· Understand how documentary, fictional narrative and avant-garde film and video have been historically and theoretically conceptualized. Applicable Courses: Film/Video Analysis, the History of Cinema sequence, and Film Theory cover this type of material.

· Understand how technological change impacts our media environment. Applicable Courses: Media Literacies, Topics in Radio Studies, Topics in Television Studies, and Topics in New Media Studies, as well as our production courses all address this goal.
Creative/Practical Skills

· Be able to articulate a creative concept clearly and realize it in different technological media forms ranging from photography, traditional filmmaking, audio, video, and digital media. Applicable courses: Digital Cinema Production I, Digital Sound Design, Topics in Media Production, Documentary Production, Audio Documentary, Photojournalism, and Radio Production.

· Understand the principles of effective writing for both narrative and documentary; and possess the ability to produce a feature length script. Applicable courses: Introduction to Screenwriting, Audio Documentary, Writing for Television, and Advanced Screenwriting I.
· Be able to utilize different modes of media production, including narrative, documentary, advertising, experimental, commercial, and corporate/training. Applicable courses: Digital Cinema Production I, Topics in Media Production, Documentary Production, Audio Documentary, Documentary Photography, Storytelling with Machinima, and Radio Production.
· Understand the impact of technological change on the creative process. Applicable courses: Film/Video Analysis, Radio Broadcasting, Audio Documentary, and Topics in Media Production.

· Develop a comprehensive body of production skills, including such areas as video and film cinematography, grip and lighting, sound recording and design, art direction, costume and makeup, directing actors for film, and editing & post-production. Applicable courses: Digital Cinema Production I, Digital Sound Design, Topics in Media Production, Editing I, Cinematography and Lighting, Digital Cinema Production II, and Animation, Motion Design.

· Develop an understanding of the ethics of representation. Applicable courses: Media and Cultural Studies, Documentary Production, Topics in Television Production, and Topics in Media Production.
· Develop a clearly articulated personal style of production or writing. Applicable courses: Advanced Screenwriting I, Digital Cinema Production II, Documentary Production, Audio Documentary, Photojournalism, Documentary Photography, and Radio Production.

· Be able to implement media production in the service of larger communities. Applicable Courses: Documentary Production, Radio Production, Photojournalism, Documentary Photography, Audio Documentary, and Topics in Television Production.

