	


Learning Goals/Outcomes
College of Communication
Journalism Student Learning Goals
All Journalism majors will:

· Learn how to gather and interpret the news of the day. This includes an understanding of how to access relevant information, how to successfully source it, contextualize it, and write or deliver it under tight deadline pressure.

· Understand the business many of them will be entering. This includes the historical, ethical and economic considerations that envelope the industry. Paramount to this history is the constitutional obligation journalists have through the First Amendment to give citizens the news they need to know. Our course work will teach them that this is their social responsibility. Competing with this value is the contemporary tendency to entertain audiences with the news of the day in an effort to turn a profit.

· Learn the role technology and the new media are playing in the current and future worlds of news gathering and dissemination. Our course work will emphasize that the arrival of internet and broadband technology as well as satellite and video tape technology is as significant in its own way as the Gutenberg Revolution and the introduction of the telegraph were to the future of journalism. Each has accelerated the news cycle as never before and challenged journalists to get the news fast and to get it right. Our students will learn how to do both.

· Understand journalism's relationship to power, politics and the international stage, which is being made smaller through the use of mass media. Implicit in this consideration is journalism's role in globalization and in the diffusion of technology and democracy throughout the world. As a consequence, our students will be exposed to the multi-cultural, multi-ethnic contexts in which the news emerges and will become familiar with journalism's role in state-building, diffusion of ideas and international commerce.

· Appreciate journalism's relationship to other cultural industries where public meaning is made. This will enable students to understand not only the mechanics of how a journalist does his or her job but its impact on audiences and role in creating community. It is through this appreciation that students will understand that journalism is a business unlike any other with obligations to help create and maintain a civil society.
