August 1, 2009

A letter to all entering and continuing M.A.M.Ed. students.
       With the 2009-2010 academic year approaching, I’m sure many of you have questions about our program.  Hopefully they all are answered below.

(1)  Graduate student orientation will take place Saturday, September 12 from 1-2 PM in the Math. Dept. on the 5th floor of the SAC building.  All entering students are invited but attendance is optional.  I will be there along with Professors Epp and Rahman (your teachers in Math 660 and 610).  Orientation will also serve lunch for those of you attending the prep session.  It will be quite informal as we will share lunch and I will attempt to answer any questions you have about our program and DePaul.

Since this event is being catered, I do need to know how many of you will be attending.  Please email me at jbergen@depaul.edu to let me know if you will be there.

(2)  Our free prep sessions, taught by Dr. Pervez Rahman, will meet Sept 12, 13 and Sept 26, 27.  The Saturday sessions will be from 9-5 and the Sunday sessions will be from 9-3.  These sessions are particularly useful for career-changers and are an excellent way for students to get to know each other and to form study groups.

The Sept 12, 13 weekend will focus on preparing you for the Math 660/Discrete Mathematics course.  From 2-5 PM on September 12, there will be a session on using the TI-83 calculator.

The Sept 26, 27 weekend will focus on preparing you for the Math 610-611-612/Calculus I, II, III courses.

You do not need to be an entering student to attend these sessions.  If you plan to take Math 610 or Math 660, you are welcome to attend as much or as little of these sessions as you please.  

(3) It is very important that all students register in a timely fashion.  Each quarter you should try to register as soon as possible and if you have any registration problems, my email address is jbergen@depaul.edu and my phone number is 773-325-4218.  If you contact me before the registration deadline, it should be fairly easy to solve the problem.  

There are links at www.depaul.edu/~jbergen to the 2009-2010 academic calendar.  

Keep in mind that the start and end dates for M.A.M.Ed. courses on both campuses do not necessarily follow DePaul’s academic calendar.  This calendar lists the deadlines for registration and tuition.  There will be a $100 penalty for late tuition payments.  Nora Durkin of the Graduate LA&S office is available to solve any problem that I cannot.  Nora’s email address is ndurkin1@depaul.edu and her phone number is 773-325-7893.  Whenever you email Nora or me with a M.A.M.Ed. related problem, please include your 7-digit DePaul ID number.

Since the schedule for the M.A.M.Ed. program is different than the schedule for most DePaul courses, M.A.M.Ed. students can receive a full tuition refund if they withdraw within 14 days of the first meeting of the course (7 days for summer courses).  However, you must first contact me and I must have the graduate office process the withdrawal.  If you do the withdrawal on your own, you might not receive a refund. 

(4) When you receive your acceptance letter, please email me with your 7-digit DePaul ID number so that I can have the graduate office “activate” you on the computer system. Your next step in the registration process is to obtain a USERID and PASSWORD from I.D. Services at one of our campuses.  

(5) The schedules for Fall 2009, Winter 2010, and Spring 2010 are available at www.depaul.edu/~jbergen.  In the Fall Quarter, most first year students at Lincoln Park will take MAT 610 &/or and MAT 660 and most second year students take MAT 640 &/or MAT 609.  Students at Rolling Meadows will take Math 655 and Math 656 in the Fall.  

Students in the Math 609 course who are not yet certified to teach secondary mathematics must contact the School of Education to set up Field Experiences in conjunction with the 609 course.  If you are already certified, then you do not need to partake in field experiences.  Lincoln Park students who are certified and are interested in increasing the mathematical content of their M.A.M.Ed. experience, might consider skipping the Math 609 course and concluding the program in Spring 2009 with Math 651 – Probability & Statistics II.  Please contact me if you have any questions regarding which courses to take.

(6) Tuition for each 4 credit hour course is now $2200.  There is also a $25 registration fee per quarter and a yearly $25 athletic fee.  Tuition is due on Friday, September 4 (even if you haven’t received a bill yet).  If you register after September 4, then your tuition is due within 24 hours of registration.   If you wish, you can pay your tuition over the phone with a credit card by calling the Cashier’s office at either 312-362-6744 or 773-325-7810.

(7)  Please go to parkingservices.depaul.edu/student_parking/index.asp to read about parking regulations and to apply for a free evening/weekend parking permit.  Parking at our Rolling Meadows campus is free and requires no permit or pass.

(8) To graduate from this program, you must have a grade point average of at least 2.5.  Please call me if you have any questions about your grade point average or your progress through the program.

(9)  If you need to be certified, you will need to work with a school of education.  However, you can obtain your certification through a school of education other than DePaul’s.  If you decide to get certified through DePaul, you should contact DePaul’s School of Education as soon as possible to obtain an advisor who will let you know what additional education courses are required for state certification.  

(10) If you teach in Chicago – either public or private at either the high school or     middle school level – 25% tuition waivers will be available as long as funds remain.  You should email me at the start of each quarter with your name, DePaul ID #, and the MAMEd courses you are taking that quarter.

(11) There is now a $100 graduation fee.  Applying for graduation is now done online and must be done several months before you intend to graduate.  The website at www.depaul.edu/~lasgrad provides links to many important administrative forms including information about applying for graduation.

Sincerely,     

Jeffrey Bergen, 

Professor of Mathematics and Director, M.A.M.Ed. Program

