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Late Edition
Today, mostly cloudy, periodic rain,
breezy, cooler, high 77. Tonight,

mostly clear, breezy, cooler, low 64.
Tomorrow, mostly sunny, breezy,
high 82. Weather map, Page B6.
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By ANDREW HIGGINS

PARIS — The monarchical
majesty of the French presidency
suffered an undignified blow ear-
ly this year when paparazzi pho-
tographed the head of state,
François Hollande, scurrying
away on the back of a scooter
from an assignation with a secret
lover. This week it took an un-
precedented new hit: Mr. Hol-
lande’s predecessor in the Élysée
Palace, Nicolas Sarkozy, whose

phone had been tapped by inves-
tigators, was taken into police
custody.

The detention of Mr. Sarkozy,
France’s president from 2007 to
2012, lasted only 15 hours, but the
spectacle, covered nonstop by
television crews camped outside
the offices of the judicial police in
the Paris suburb of Nanterre,
was an indecorous new low for an
office created by Charles de
Gaulle as both the acme of politi-
cal power and the embodiment of
France’s grandeur.

Yann Moix, a French writer
and filmmaker, summed up a
mood of dismay at the indignities
visited on France’s once-lofty
presidency in a television talk
show dedicated to Mr. Sarkozy’s
detention, which stretched so late
into the night that the former
president’s chauffeur went home
without him.

“The car of Nicolas Sarkozy is
empty,” Mr. Moix said after
watching footage of the Citroën
limousine, its back seat unoccu-
pied, pulling away from the Nan-

terre police offices. “The Élysée
Palace often seems empty these
days, too. What happened to the
republic?”

Angst over the state of the re-
public, and life in general, is
something of a perennial condi-
tion in France, where the present
never seems to quite match up to
the glories, real or imagined, of
the past.

The French presidency, the
centerpiece of the new constitu-

In Sarkozy Episode, a Lament for a Presidency’s Faded Grandeur

MEMO FROM FRANCE

Continued on Page A3

By JULIE TURKEWITZ

It was a few days before the
Fourth of July, and the man
known to his friends as Scruff
was ticking off his final to-do list.
A grocery run for steak and
shrimp. A haircut. And more fire-
works.

History has shown, Scruff ob-

served, that you can never have
too many fireworks.

All over the country, people
will gather for pyrotechnic dis-
plays this weekend, none larger
than the Macy’s Fourth of July
show taking place this year over
the East River, by the Brooklyn
Bridge. But even as millions of
people watch that show on televi-
sion, another Independence Day
tradition will be honored on the
other tip of Manhattan.

For at least a quarter-century,
residents of Inwood, in northern
Manhattan, have gathered
around Dyckman Street for an
unsanctioned fireworks competi-
tion, pitting various neighbor-
hood blocks against one another,
and all of them against the police.

Scruff, whose real name is Ral-
phy Sanchez, 27, heads a group
known as Down Post, represent-
ing a block on Post Avenue be-

Manhattan’s Illegal Fireworks,

A Tradition of Boom and Bust
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The competition last July 4 in
Inwood as shown in a film. Continued on Page A16

By ADAM LIPTAK

WASHINGTON — In a deci-
sion that drew an unusually
fierce dissent from the three fe-
male justices, the Supreme Court
sided Thursday with religiously
affiliated nonprofit groups in a
clash between religious freedom
and women’s rights.

The decision temporarily ex-
empts a Christian college from
part of the regulations that pro-
vide contraception coverage un-
der the Affordable Care Act.

The court’s order was brief,
provisional and unsigned, but it
drew a furious reaction from the
three female members, Justices
Sonia Sotomayor, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and Elena Kagan. The
order, Justice Sotomayor wrote,
was at odds with the 5-to-4 deci-
sion on Monday in Burwell v.
Hobby Lobby Stores, which in-
volved for-profit corporations.

“Those who are bound by our
decisions usually believe they
can take us at our word,” Justice
Sotomayor wrote. “Not so today.” 

The court’s action, she added,
even “undermines confidence in
this institution.” 

Monday’s decision and the or-
der on Thursday were dual blows
to the Obama administration’s ef-
forts to provide contraception
coverage, said Walter Dellinger,
who was acting United States so-
licitor general in the Clinton ad-
ministration.

“Before the Hobby Lobby rul-
ing women had guaranteed con-
traceptive coverage as part of
their employment health insur-
ance,” he said. “After today, it is
clear that their access to contra-
ception is by no means guaran-
teed given the administrative
complexities the court has now
imposed upon” the Department
of Health and Human Services.

Justice Sotomayor said the ma-
jority, which acted on an emer-
gency application, had not only
introduced pointless complexity
into an already byzantine set of
regulations but had also revised
its Hobby Lobby decision.

That decision, Justice Soto-
mayor said, endorsed an ar-
rangement allowing nonprofit
groups to sign a form that would
transfer the delivery of free con-
traception under the Affordable
Care Act to others. But Thurs-
day’s order rejected the manda-
tory use of the forms for Wheaton
College in Illinois.

 Justice Sotomayor said the
ruling reached beyond Wheaton
and could lead to similar results
at many other nonprofit religious
organizations that have similar
concerns. “The issuance of an in-
junction in this case will presum-
ably entitle hundreds or thou-
sands of other objectors to the

BIRTH CONTROL
DEEPENS DIVIDE
AMONG JUSTICES

A WIN FOR FAITH GROUPS

Temporary Order Draws
Fierce Dissent From

Women on Court
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By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ

American companies are fi-
nally getting comfortable enough
with the economy’s prospects to
add new workers at a very
healthy pace, after years of say-
ing they lacked the confidence to
hire people aggressively during a
fitful recovery.

Employers added 288,000 jobs
in June, the Labor Department
said Thursday, the fifth month in
a row that hiring has topped the
200,000 mark. The unemploy-
ment rate dipped to 6.1 percent
last month, the best reading since
September 2008, when the col-
lapse of Lehman Brothers turned
what had been a mild recession
into an economic rout.

Since then, many segments of
the economy have rebounded —
including corporate profits, Wall
Street and the housing market —
even as payrolls inched higher at
a grindingly slow rate. Now,
these broader economic gains
are prompting businesses to ac-
tually hire significantly more
workers in response to growing
demand, rather than taking half
steps, like adding hours to stretch
existing work forces.

The prospect of stronger eco-
nomic growth, with healthier con-
sumer spending as more Ameri-
cans find work, helped to lift the
stock market to new highs. On
Thursday, the Dow Jones indus-
trial average closed above 17,000
for the first time, while the Stand-
ard & Poor’s 500-stock index re-
corded a new high and the tech-
heavy Nasdaq hit its highest lev-
el since the go-go days of 2000.
[Page B1.]

Despite the broad gains, the
economy is still a long way from
its peak before the housing bub-
ble burst and the recession began
at the end of 2007. The broadest
measure of unemployment,
which includes people who are
working part time because full-
time positions are not available,
stands at 12.1 percent. And the
proportion of Americans in the la-
bor force has been stuck for three
straight months at 62.8 percent, a
36-year low, and is down sharply
from 66 percent in 2008. 

But the recent healthy level of
hiring looks more sustainable

HIRING IS STRONG
AND JOBLESS RATE
DECLINES TO 6.1%

A GAIN OF 288,000 JOBS

Five Months of Steady
Growth as Business
Confidence Rises

Continued on Page B4

STEPHEN CROWLEY/THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Obama visited 1776, a tech start-up hub in Washington, on Thursday to talk about job growth and the economy. 

By JENNIFER MEDINA

MURRIETA, Calif. — Sudden-
ly, this city in the desert has be-
come the place that turned away
the immigrants.

When the three busloads of im-
migrant mothers and children
rolled into town for processing at
a Border Patrol station this week,
they were met by protesters car-
rying American flags and signs
proclaiming “return to sender”
as they screamed “go home” and
chanted “U.S.A.” Fearing for the
safety of the migrants and federal
officers, immigration officials de-
cided to reroute the buses to San
Diego, an hour south.

And a day after many here cel-
ebrated what they saw as a tem-
porary victory, more than a thou-

sand residents packed a high
school auditorium on Wednesday
night for a town-hall-style meet-
ing that lasted more than four
hours, voicing fears about an in-
flux of migrants.

“What happens when they
come here with diseases and can
overrun our schools? How much
is this costing us?” one resident,
Jodie Howard, asked the mayor. 

“How do you know they are
really families and aren’t some
kind of gang or drug cartel?” an-
other person asked federal offi-
cials.

After a Border Patrol official
explained that more buses would
probably arrive in Murrieta in
the coming weeks as part of an
attempt to relieve processing
centers near the Texas border,
one man took to the microphone
and demanded to know: “Why do
we have to put them on a bus to
Murrieta? Why can’t we just
transport them on a bus to Ti-
juana?” The crowd responded
with thunderous applause.

As federal officials have begun
to send the expected 240,000 mi-
grants and 52,000 unaccompa-
nied minors who have crossed
the border illegally in recent
months in the Rio Grande Valley
to cities around the county, Mu-
rrieta so far is the only place that

The Town Where Immigrants Hit a Human Wall
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Protesters against an influx of immigrants, outside a Border Patrol station in Murrieta, Calif.

OBAMA TO SKIP BORDER VISIT

A trip to Texas will not include a
view of what the president called
a humanitarian crisis. Page A12.

Continued on Page A12

This article is by Mark Landler,
Michael R. Gordon and Mark
Mazzetti.

WASHINGTON — Speaking at
West Point in May, President
Obama laid out a blueprint for
fighting terrorism that relies less
on American soldiers, like the ca-
dets in his audience that day, and
more on training troops in coun-
tries where those threats had tak-
en root.

But this indirect approach, in-
tended to avoid costly, bloody
wars like the one the United
States waged in Iraq, immediate-
ly collided with reality when a le-
thal jihadi insurgency swept
across the same Iraqi battlefields
where thousands of Americans
had lost their lives.

The seizing of large parts of
Iraq by Sunni militants — an of-
fensive hastened by the collapse
of the American-trained Iraqi
Army — stunned the White
House and has laid bare the limi-
tations of a policy that depends
on the cooperation of often balky
and overmatched partners. 

While the militants from ISIS
have moved swiftly to establish a

No-War Plan

Meets Reality
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Continued on Page A10

Kurdish officials in northern Iraq said
they would not join a new Iraqi govern-
ment unless the Kurds are given more
autonomy and allowed to keep territory
taken in the current turmoil. PAGE A9

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Kurds Stand Firm in Iraq
Many Tea Party candidates find a big-
ger stage, and bigger paychecks, after
losing an election. PAGE A11

NATIONAL A11-13

Defeated but Not Silenced
An invasion of turtles has delayed
flights at Kennedy Airport more than
once, and a biologist has been trying to
figure out why they show up. PAGE A14

NEW YORK A14-17

Turtles on the Tarmac

A retrospective at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art features scores of images
by Garry Winogrand that captured
America, especially New York. Above, a
toast at the opera around 1951. PAGE C15

WEEKEND C1-22

Chronicling, Camera in Tow

With Brazil, the World Cup’s host, set to
play Colombia in a quarterfinal on
Friday, a feeling of dread has gripped
the nation: What if Brazil loses after
spending so much money? Anything
less than a title, which would be Brazil’s
sixth, will be regarded as a disaster in
the soccer-mad country. PAGE B10

SPORTSFRIDAY B8-15

Brazil Thinks the Unthinkable

A battle at the Marne River near Paris
in 1918 helped shape the character of the
modern American military and Ameri-
ca’s role in the world. PAGE A4

A World War I Turning Point

After four killings of Israeli and Pales-
tinian teenagers, a familiar foreboding
was joined by new worries. PAGE A6

Fears of Blood Feud

John Holdren, the White House science
adviser, has the president’s ear on cli-
mate issues and has drawn ire. PAGE A11 

Obama’s Scientist in Chief

An Olympic runner and World War II
bombardier, he survived 47 days in a
raft after a plane crash only to be taken
by the Japanese. He was 97. PAGE B16

OBITUARIES B16

Louis Zamperini, War Hero

As Google complied with the European
“right to be forgotten,” news outlets
complained that it went too far. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-7

Google Gets Out Its Eraser

Paul Krugman PAGE A19

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A18-19

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, taking on
AIDS, is supporting a debated strategy
for people at risk. PAGE A15

Governor’s Approach to H.I.V. 
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