
By JUDY BATTISTA

Washington Redskins quarterback Robert
Griffin III had two knee ligaments surgically re-
paired Wednesday — including a reconstruction
of the anterior cruciate ligament and a repair of a
tear in the lateral collateral ligament — the result
of a knee injury he sustained during Sunday’s
playoff loss to the Seattle Seahawks. 

The injury puts the availability of Griffin, a
leading candidate for rookie of the year honors, in
doubt for next season and calls into question
whether his dynamic style of play can, or should,
be continued when he returns.

It was the second time Griffin’s A.C.L. had to
be reconstructed; the first was when he was at
Baylor in 2009. It is unclear how long his recovery
will take, but the tear in the L.C.L. is considered
by doctors to be a serious complication that could

extend the time frame for his return well past the
start of the 2013 season.

Dr. James Andrews, the highly regarded or-
thopedic surgeon who operated on Griffin — and
is also a Redskins team doctor — said in a state-
ment released through the team, “We expect a
full recovery, and it is everybody’s hope and be-
lief that due to Robert’s high motivation, he will
be ready for the 2013 season.”

He added, “The goal of his treatment is to
give him the best opportunity for a long profes-
sional career.” 

Still, that does not make clear if Griffin will
be ready for the start of the season in September,
a timetable that might be overly optimistic. Min-
nesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson
tore his A.C.L. last December, was ready for the 
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And the Inductees Are . . .

(75 percent needed for induction)  TOP VOTE-GETTERS  Craig Biggio, 68.2%; Jack Morris, 67.7; Jeff Bagwell, 59.6; Mike Piazza, 57.8     NOTABLES  Curt Schilling, 38.8; Roger Clemens, 37.6; Barry Bonds, 36.2; Mark McGwire, 16.9; Sammy Sosa, 12.5
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