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What’s
News
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World-Wide
n U.S. aid worker Kayla
Jean Mueller, the last Ameri-
can hostage known to be
held by Islamic State extrem-
ists, was confirmed dead. A6
n G-20 leaders said they
would jointly combat terror-
ism financing, amid mounting
security risks to the world’s
20 biggest economies. A6
n Fighting surged in eastern
Ukraine ahead of planned
peace talks. Obama warned
of consequences for Russia if
the violence continues. A8
nGreece will proceedwith
privatizing its main port of Pi-
raeus, backtracking on the
new government’s pledges to
freeze the deal, officials said.A9
n Legal skirmishing over
same-sex marriage in Alabama
continued, a day after the Su-
preme Court cleared the way
for gay couples there towed.A2
n The White House is creat-
ing a new division to sort
through intelligence data
about cyberthreats. A4
n An NYPD officer was in-
dicted on manslaughter and
other charges in the fatal shoot-
ing of an unarmedblackman.A3
nTheU.S. Navy is weighing a
plan to dockwarships in Aus-
tralia andwants to expandmar-
itime exerciseswith India.A7
n The U.S. plans to withdraw
most troops sent to battle
Ebola in West Africa. A7
n A Senate panel voted 26-0
to approve Ashton Carter as
secretary of defense. A2
nPicasso’s ex-handyman
went on trial for allegedly pos-
sessing 271 stolen artworks. A9

i i i

G -20 finance leaders sig-
naled strong support for

aggressive easy-money poli-
cies aimed at boosting the
fragile global economy. A1
nGM is facing pressure from
a hedge-fund representative
who helped steer its bailout to
returnmore cash to sharehold-
ers and boost its stock price.A1
nApple became the first U.S.
company with a market capi-
talization over $700 billion.
CEO Cook cited sales in China
as a big factor in its success. B1
nThe FBI is probingwhether
a computer data breach led to
the filing of false tax returns
through TurboTax software. C1
nNBC suspended “Nightly
News” anchor BrianWilliams
for six months without pay for
telling a false war story. A1
nJon Stewartwill step down
as host of “The Daily Show” this
year, Comedy Central said.B1
nCoke warned overseas
markets could worsen in 2015
after profit plunged 55%. B2
nU.S. stocks rose on hopes
for a deal between Greece and
its creditors. The Dow climbed
139.55 points to 17868.76. C4
n First Data posted its first
profit in seven years, possibly
setting the stage for an IPO. C1
n The Koch brothers are
backing an investment fund
for financing small LBOs. C1
n The U.S. is seeking guilty
pleas from four major banks in
its currency-trading probe. C3
nThe U.S. oil boom is slowing
as drillers cut back in response
to lower crude prices. B3

Business&Finance

ISTANBUL—The world’s top
finance leaders on Tuesday in
effect backed currency depreci-
ation as a tool for promoting
growth by signaling strong sup-
port for aggressive easy-money
policies aimed at boosting the
fragile global economy.

The support by finance min-
isters and central bankers from
the Group of 20 largest econo-
mies for mass monetary eas-
ing—policies that have weak-
ened exchange rates from
Europe to Japan—is at odds
with the traditional view that
currency depreciation could
have damaging effects on other
economies.

It also reflects worry that
economies in much of the world
could get stuck in a low-growth
rut without decisive cash injec-
tions from central banks. It
marks an implicit acknowledg-
ment of the failure across the
globe to enact longer-lasting
structural overhauls to major
economies after years of relying
on short-term spending and
other temporary stimulus pro-
grams.

The finance ministers ap-
peared to be “trying to reduce
tensions over perceived com-
petitive devaluations by saying
it’s in the collective good,” said
Simon Johnson, professor at
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Sloan School of
Management.

International support for “ac-
commodative monetary poli-
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BY IAN TALLEY
AND BRIAN BLACKSTONE

Currency
Warriors
Get Boost
At G-20

An architect of General Mo-
tors Co.’s 2009 bailout who
fought those calling for its de-
mise now has emerged as one of
its chief antagonists, urging the
auto maker to return more cash
to shareholders and boost its
flagging stock price.

Harry J. Wilson, a former

hedge fund executive who helped
usher GM through a govern-
ment-led restructuring that ulti-
mately cost taxpayers about $10
billion, said GM needs to be
“more attentive to its cash bal-
ance and its operating perfor-
mance.”

He noted the Detroit company
has a history of “underperform-
ing on expectations” and called
on its executives to be more

transparent with investors and
address what he called “share-
holder frustration” at a share
price that doesn’t reflect the na-
tion’s booming auto market.

Mr. Wilson, 43 years old,
holds GM shares and represents
hedge funds collectively holding
more than 34 million of the auto
maker’s shares. He said in an in-
terview that he has been frus-
trated with the company for

some time, and informally ex-
pressed his concerns to an exec-
utive in October. He met pri-
vately with GM Chief Executive
Mary Barra on Feb. 3 and at that
time expressed an interest in
joining the company’s board and
raised questions about its capital
allocations.

During last week’s meeting
with Ms. Barra, Mr. Wilson asked
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BY MIKE SPECTOR
AND JOANN S. LUBLIN

Bailout Architect Presses GM
Veteran of 2009 Government Rescue Seeks Seat on CarMaker’s Board, Share Buybacks

NBCSuspends
NewsAnchor
BrianWilliams
ForSixMonths

TURKEY-SYRIA BORDER—In a ho-
tel basement on the Turkish side of
this combat-scarred frontier, a group
of unlikely warriors is training to
fight on a little-known front of Syria’s
civil war: the battle for the country’s cultural heritage.

The recruits aren’t grizzled fighters but graying
academics, more at home on an archaeological dig
than a battlefield. For months, they have journeyed
across war-torn regions of Syria, braving shelling,
smugglers and the jihadists of Islamic State. Their
mission: to save ancient artifacts and imperiled ar-
chaeological sites from profiteers, desperate civilians
and fundamentalists who have plundered Syria’s rich
artistic heritage to fund their war effort.

CULTURE BRIGADE

Syrians Race to Protect Art
As Looting Bankrolls Terror

NBC suspended “Nightly
News” anchor Brian Williams for
six months without pay for tell-
ing a false war story repeatedly,
putting a major blemish on the
career of one of America’s star
newscasters.

The network made the deci-
sion after an investigation into
Mr. Williams, including a now-
debunked story he told about
being on a helicopter that was
struck by a rocket-propelled gre-
nade while he was covering the
war in Iraq in 2003.

“By his actions, Brian has
jeopardized the trust millions of
Americans place in NBC News,”
said NBCUniversal Chief Execu-
tive Steve Burke, in a memo to
employees. He called what Mr.
Williams did “inexcusable.”

Mr. Burke, who has a close re-
lationship with Mr. Williams,
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BY JOE FLINT

KAWASAKI, Japan—Yahui and
Tatsuo Matsui met because of
their dogs, Ai and Doggy. So, at
their wedding reception, the cou-
ple dressed up their
pets as a traditional
Japanese bride and
groom and seated
them at the head of
the table.

That was in
2004, when Ai and
Doggy were still
pups. Now they are
15 and 13 years old.
Ai’s stride has
slowed and Doggy’s
neck is so stiff he can barely move
his head. “Whenever Doggy finds
Ai, he tries to greet her but she
rarely responds,”Mr. Matsui said.
“Mostly she ignores him.”

The trouble is, the Matsuis
can’t take Ai and Doggy to the vet.

You see, they are robots—toy
dogs called Aibos, made by Sony
Corp. from 1999 to 2006.

Sony sold an estimated 150,000
Aibos, at prices ranging from less
than $600 to more than $2,000,
and an unknown number are still

up and running. But
the company, which
has been cutting
costs in its troubled
consumer electron-
ics arm, shut down
maintenance serv-
ices for Aibos last
March—for lack of
spare parts, the
company says. Now
owners have to
look elsewhere for

help.
Mr. and Mrs. Matsui are mem-

bers of a support group for Aibo
enthusiasts that meets on week-
ends in a community center in Ka-
wasaki, near Tokyo. On a recent
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BY TAKASHI MOCHIZUKI
AND ERIC PFANNER

In Japan, Dog Owners Feel Abandoned
As Sony Neuters ‘Aibo’
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Masters Run in Circles Seeking Help
For Aging Robotic Pooches; Shortage of Legs

Aibo puppy

Art historians and intelligence
officials say that antiquities smug-
gling by Islamic State has exploded
in recent months, aggravating the
pillaging by government forces and

opposition factions. Looting, often with bulldozers,
is now the militant group’s second-largest source
of finance after oil, Western intelligence officials
say.

“What started as opportunistic theft by some
has turned into an organized transnational busi-
ness that is helping fund terror,” said Michael
Danti, an archaeologist at Boston University who
is advising the U.S. State Department on how to
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Apple Tops $700,000,000,000
Apple’s market cap vs. other corporate giants
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BILLIONS AND BILLIONS: Apple on Tuesday became the first U.S.
company to close with a stock-market capitalization above $700 billion.
CEO Tim Cook said the company is riding a growth wave in China. B1

By Joe Parkinson,
Ayla Albayrak

and DuncanMavin

 Terror funding is targeted....... A6

Bravery in the Face of Death: ‘I Will Not Give In’
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‘The thought of your pain
is the source of my own,
simultaneously the hope
of our reunion is the source
of my strength. Please
be patient, give your pain
to God. I know you
would want me to
remain strong. That
is exactly what I am
doing. Do not fear for
me, continue to pray
as will I + by God’s will
we will be together soon.’

TRAGIC END: Kayla Jean Mueller, an American held by Islamic State extremists, was confirmed dead. Her family released a letter from captivity. A6
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