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A man in a village south of Cairo mourned Egyptian Christians who were beheaded by a Libyan affiliate of the Islamic State.

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK

CAIRO — Egypt conducted an
airstrike against an Islamist
stronghold in Libya on Monday
in retaliation for the beheading of
at least a dozen Egyptian Chris-
tians by a local franchise of the
Islamic State, in Cairo’s deepest
reach yet into the chaos that has
engulfed its neighbor.

Hinting at possible further ac-
tion, President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi of Egypt said in a statement
that he had convened “a continu-
ous session” of his National De-
fense Council to monitor events
in Libya and to weigh additional
measures. But the strike itself,
hitting in the Libyan town of Der-
na at dawn, was a new turn in the
breakdown of regional order in
the aftermath of the Arab Spring
revolts and the Islamic State’s
emergence.

Nearly three and a half years
after the ouster of Col. Muammar
el-Qaddafi, two rival coalitions of
militias are battling for control
over Libya and its vast resources,
including nearly $100 billion in fi-
nancial reserves, untapped oil de-
posits, and a long Mediterranean
coast facing Europe. In the ab-
sence of any effective govern-
ment or even a dominant force, a
multifaceted proxy war has
erupted as rival Arab states back
competing militias and extremist
groups like Al Qaeda and the Is-
lamic State seek to expand their
operations.

Mr. Sisi, a former general who
led the ouster of Egypt’s Islamist
president in 2013, has watched
with growing concern as a coali-
tion of moderate Islamists, ex-
tremists and regional militias
seized control of the Libyan cap-
ital, Tripoli, last year and set up
their own provisional govern-
ment.

Together with the United Arab
Emirates, Mr. Sisi has covertly
backed a rival coalition that has
coalesced around a Libyan gen-
eral’s campaign to drive out the
Islamist and regional militias.
Last summer, Egypt provided
bases for jets from the United
Arab Emirates to launch at least
two airstrikes against Islamist
forces in Tripoli, Western officials
have said, although neither coun-
try has publicly acknowledged its
role.

Egypt’s strikes on Monday 
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Raid Threatens to Draw
Cairo Deeper Into
Chaos Next Door
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By JULIE BOSMAN

MADISON, Wis. — Atop a
steep hill on the University of
Wisconsin campus is a granite
boulder affixed with a bronze
plaque honoring the university
system’s lofty mission: to benefit
the entire state by promoting
public service and a search for
truth.

Summed up in one phrase —
“the boundaries of the university
are the boundaries of the state”
— the mission statement, known
as the Wisconsin Idea, has been
cherished by educators and grad-
uates for a century. So when Gov.

Scott Walker, a second-term Re-
publican, presented a budget this
month proposing to delete some
of its most soaring passages, as
well as to sharply cut state aid to
the system, he ignited a furious
backlash that crossed party and
regional lines.

“We were really upset about
it,” said Tony Sumnicht, the stu-
dent body president at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, River Falls,
a small college in the western
part of the state, echoing a senti-
ment voiced by some Republican
lawmakers. “The Wisconsin Idea
is the philosophy that during our
years in college we live and learn
by.”

Mr. Walker hastily back-
tracked, attributing the proposed
changes — which included in-
serting a call “to meet the state’s
work-force needs” — to a “draft-
ing error” by aides.

But to many Wisconsinites, it
appeared that this was no mis-
take, and that the governor, who
was re-elected in November, was
intentionally sending a pugna-
cious message to an audience be-
yond the boundaries of his state:
the conservative caucus voters of
neighboring Iowa, the first stop
in the presidential sweepstakes.

Mr. Walker, who gained the na-

2016 Ambitions Seen in Bid for Wisconsin Cuts 
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An Afghan com-
peting in the 139th
Westminster Ken-
nel Club Dog
Show, which began
Monday at Madi-
son Square Gar-
den. The show fea-
tures 192 breeds,
most of which have
never won Best in
Show honors. 
Page B11. 
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Forward 

By DAVID W. CHEN

When Frank Johnston’s insur-
ance carrier rejected his claim
that flooding from Hurricane
Sandy had severely damaged the
foundation of his Fire Island
home, the company cited an engi-
neering report that seemed to es-
tablish his problems were “unre-
lated” to the storm, and were
caused instead by the “long-term
deterioration” of wooden piers
beneath his house.

In reality, the original had

reached the opposite conclusion.
The engineering report, docu-
ments show, had been altered.

Mr. Johnston is part of a grow-
ing number of homeowners who
suspect that their engineering re-
ports were similarly rewritten as
part of an effort to minimize in-
surance payments to flood vic-
tims in New York and New Jer-
sey after the 2012 hurricane.

In November, allegations of al-
tered reports prompted a federal
judge overseeing more than 1,000
hurricane related lawsuits in the
New York City area to order all

drafts of the engineering reports
be turned over, saying he be-
lieved such revisions could be
“widespread.” Lawyers for
homeowners in the suits began
reviewing the documents, and
say they have already identified
more than 500 doctored reports.

That is how Mr. Johnston
learned of the revisions on his re-
port, and led a judicial panel for
the Eastern District of New York
to schedule a hearing this week
to review the documents. 

Attorney General Eric T. 

Storm Victims Say Damage Reports Were Altered
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By JULIE TURKEWITZ 

and RICHARD A. OPPEL Jr.

PASCO, Wash. — Members of
the Zambrano family began ar-
riving here three decades ago,
picking apples in nearby or-
chards. Over time they have be-
come part of the fabric of this
harvesting town, growing to
more than 50 and settling in tiny
candy-colored homes, some
ringed by white picket fences.

Then, last week, one of their
own was killed by the police, his

death caught in a video that has
sped around the Internet. An-
tonio Zambrano-Montes, 35, is
shown running from three Pasco
officers. He turns and swings his
hands upward, before he is felled
by a spray of bullets, his body
slamming the concrete. He had
been throwing rocks at cars and
police officers. 

It was the third killing by the
Pasco police since July, and the
video has brought international
attention, with a flurry of online
commenters criticizing the use of
force against a man without a

gun or a knife, making compari-
sons to the killing of Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Mo.

It has drawn condemnation
from the president of Mexico and
multiple investigations, including
inquiries by a task force of local
police agencies, by the county
coroner and by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. An official
from the United States attorney’s
office for the Eastern District of
Washington has also called com-
munity leaders, assuring them 

After Taped Police Killing, Hispanic Voices Rise
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Greece’s meeting with international
lenders ended in an uproar after its new
leaders were told to accept the bailout
terms or risk future funding. PAGE B1
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An Ultimatum for Greece 
Before she turned 18, the singer re-
corded 1960s hits like “It’s My Party’’

and “You Don’t Own
Me,” which encapsulat-
ed the heartbreak of ag-
grieved teenage girls
but ultimately became
feminist touchstones. 
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Lesley Gore Dies at 68

São Paulo, Brazil’s largest city, faces a
severe water crisis, with its reservoirs
near depletion, and officials are weigh-
ing drastic rationing. PAGE A4
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Vanishing Water in Brazil

For Omar Abdel Hamid El-Hussein, a
short and angry life ended with a mili-
tant attack on Copenhagen. PAGE A6

Danish Gunman’s Anger

A Midwest insurance cooperative creat-
ed under the health law proved to be too
popular for its own good. PAGE A12 
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Success Doomed Health Co-op

A Russian firm says the U.S. has found a
way to permanently embed spying and
sabotage tools in computers. PAGE B1

Cyberespionage Findings

Three-dimensional printers create inex-
pensive and striking prosthetics for chil-
dren who are missing fingers. PAGE D1
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Superhero Hands

An arbitration panel ruled that Lance
Armstrong must pay $10 million to a
Dallas-based insurance company, SCA
Promotions, because he lied under oath
in a previous arbitration. PAGE B8 
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Armstrong Loses Ruling
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By ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration is revamping its
effort to counter the Islamic
State’s propaganda machine, ac-
knowledging that the terrorist
group has been far more effective
in attracting new recruits, financ-
ing and global notoriety than the
United States and its allies have
been in thwarting it.

At the heart of the plan is ex-
panding a tiny State Department
agency, the Center for Strategic
Counterterrorism Communica-
tions, to harness all the existing
attempts at countermessaging by
much larger federal depart-
ments, including the Pentagon,
Homeland Security and intelli-
gence agencies.

The center would also coordi-
nate and amplify similar messag-
ing by foreign allies and nongov-
ernment agencies, as well as by
prominent Muslim academics,
community leaders and religious
scholars who oppose the Islamic
State, also called ISIS or ISIL,
and who may have more credibil-
ity with ISIS’ target audience of
young men and women than the
American government.

With the Islamic State and its
supporters producing as many as
90,000 tweets and other social
media responses every day, 

U.S. Intensifies
Effort to Blunt
ISIS’ Message
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By PAM BELLUCK

Conventional wisdom has it
that hot flashes, which afflict up
to 80 percent of middle-aged
women, usually persist for just a
few years. But hot flashes can
continue for as long as 14 years,
and the earlier they begin the
longer a woman is likely to suffer,
a study published on Monday in
JAMA Internal Medicine found.

In a racially, ethnically and
geographically diverse group of
1,449 women with frequent hot
flashes or night sweats — the
largest study to date — the medi-
an length of time women endured
symptoms was 7.4 years. So while
half of the women were affected
for less than that time, half had
symptoms longer — some for 14
years, researchers reported.

“It’s miserable, I’ll tell you
what,” said Sharon Brown, 57, of
Winston-Salem, N.C., who has en-
dured hot flashes for six years. At
her job at a tax and accounting
office, she has had to stop wear-
ing silk.

“I keep one of the little fans
with me at all times — one in my
purse, a couple in my desk, some
in just random places in the of-
fice,” she said. “I’ll be so glad
when they stop — if they ever
stop.”

Over all, black and Hispanic
women experienced hot flashes
for significantly longer periods
than white or Asian women. And
in a particularly unfair hormonal
twist, the researchers found that
the earlier hot flashes started,
the longer they were likely to
continue.

Among women who got hot
flashes before they stopped men-
struating, the hot flashes were
likely to continue for years after
menopause, longer than for wom-
en whose symptoms began only
when their periods had stopped.

“That having symptoms earli-
er in the transition bodes ill for
your symptoms during meno-
pause — that part is certainly
new to me,” said Dr. C. Neill
Epperson, director of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Center
for Women’s Behavioral Well-
ness, who was not involved in the
study. Perhaps, she and others
suggested, early birds are more
biologically sensitive to hormonal
changes.

And many women fall into the
early bird category. In this study,
only a fifth of cases started after
menopause. One in eight women
began getting hot flashes while
still having regular periods. For
two-thirds of women, they began
in perimenopause, when periods 

Up to 14 Years
Of Hot Flashes
Found in Study

Symptoms Start Early
and Can Last Longer

Continued on Page A14

VOL. CLXIV . . . No. 56,780 © 2015 The New York Times NEW YORK, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2015

Late Edition
Today, snow through midday, most-
ly cloudy, high 25. Tonight, mainly
cloudy, cold, low 18. Tomorrow,

variably cloudy, a snow shower,
high 29. Weather map, Page A17.
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