
Desire2Learn Quickguide:  Self Assessments   

Overview 
The Self Assessments tool allows you to create ungraded sets of quiz questions for students to use to gauge 
their knowledge. It also allows students to see instructor-created feedback to their answers instantaneously. 
Self Assessments are most effective when they are linked in the Content section of your course immediately 
after the material students are being quizzed on. 

How to Access the Self Assessments Tool 
To access the Self Assessment tool, you must first add it to your Navbar. See the “Navbar Quickguide” for 
instructions on adding tool links to your Navbar. 

In This Guide 
1. Creating Self-Assessments 

2. Linking Self-Assessments in Content 

For More Information 
To learn more, go to http://teachingcommons.depaul.edu/technology/D2L/index.html. 
 

Creating Self 
Assessments 
1. Click  New (Figure 1).  

2. Enter a name for the Self Assessment in 
the “Name” field. 

3. Select the “allow hints” checkbox if you 
want question-specific hints to be 
available to students. These will only 
display if the student clicks a View hint 
button. 

Note: You can create a page header or footer 
to add text that will display on the same page 
above or below the questions. 
4. Click Save Self Assessment. 

Create Quiz Questions 
1. Click Add/Edit Questions (Figure 2).  

2. To organize your quiz by section, select 
Section in the “Create New” drop-down 
list and click GO. 

3. In the “Create New” drop-down list, 
select the question type you want to add 
and click GO (Figure 3). 
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4. Fill out all required fields for the question 
type you selected. 

Note: As you create questions, make sure you 
fill out the “Feedback” fields. This is the only 
way students will see the correct answer. 
Answer-specific feedback will appear as soon 
as the student selects an answer (Figure 4). 
Question-specific feedback will appear when 
students click Check my answer (Figure 5).  
5. Click Save. 

Import Questions from the 
Question Library 
1. On the Self Assessment “Edit” page, click 

Add/Edit Questions. 

2. Click Import (Figure 6).  

3. For the Import Source, select From an 
existing collection. 

4. For the Source Collection, select 
Question Library. 

5. For the Source Selection, select 
Collection Root (Figure 7).  

6. The questions from your Question 
Library will appear below these selections. 
Select the checkboxes next to the 
questions you want to import. 

7. Click Save. The questions you selected 
will now be available in the quiz you are 
building. 

Note: Make sure the “feedback” fields are 
filled out for questions you import. 
 

Linking Self 
Assessments in Content 
Note: Self Assessments are most effective 
when they immediately follow the content on 
which students are getting quizzed. Use these 
instructions to link the Self Assessment after 
the content on which the questions are based. 
1. In your course navbar, click Content. 
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2. In the top menu, click New Topic 
(Figure 8).  

3. Click Quicklink. 

4. Select the module in which you want to 
link the Self Assessment in the “Parent 
Module” drop-down menu. 

5. Enter the title for the Self Assessment. 

6. Click the “Insert a Quicklink” icon to the 
right of the “URL” Field (Figure 9).  

7. Select “Self Assessments” from the 
Category drop-down menu. 

8. Select the specific Self Assessment you 
want to add to your module and click 
Insert (Figure 10).  

9. Click Save. The Self Assessment will now 
appear at the end of the module you 
selected. It can be moved either through 
the Course Builder tool or within the 
Content section of the course. 
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