
• In 1960, more than 1 child in 5 in devel-
 oping countries died before age 5.  By 
 1990, more than 1 child in 10 died before 
 age 5 

•  Half of childhood deaths area caused by 
 just 5 diseases—pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria, measles and AIDS (The MDGs 
 Report 2005) 

• Today nearly 11 million children under  the age of 5 die in the world every 
 year – meaning 30,000 children a day— which translates to over 1,200 deaths 
 every hour, most are deaths are from easily preventable or treatable causes 

• Almost half of all these deaths occur in sub-Saharan Africa 
•  Sub-Saharan Africa achieved the largest reduction in deaths from measles im

 munization: a decrease of nearly 60% between 1999 and 2004 (The MDGs Re
 port 2006) 

C hild mortality is 
closely linked to pov-
erty.  This fourth 

MDG aims to reduce the 
under 5 mortality rate.  Most 
of the children recorded in 
the statistics above are chil-
dren growing up in develop-
ing countries.  Many of these 
deaths are associated with 
malnutrition. Importantly, 
most of these deaths are en-
tirely preventable and may be 
treated by inexpensive means 
as well as by expanding exist-
ing treatments.    
 
Immunization has been a 
public health success story in 
western countries but more 
than 30 million children in 

the world are still not immu-
nized. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
only about 50 percent of chil-
dren are immunized during 
their first year of life.  
 
Measles vaccination of three 
quarters of the world’s chil-
dren has proven to be one of 
the most cost-effective public 
health interventions on re-
cord.   Dramatic progress has 
been made since the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative 
formed in 1988.  Cases have 
plummeted by 99% (from 
350,000 in 1988 to under 
1900 in 2005).  A disease 
which once crippled children 
in 125 countries around the 
world is now endemic in only 

four – Nigeria, India, Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.  Polio 
is on course to become the 
second disease, after small-
pox, to be wiped from the 
face of the earth. 
 
This rapid success has been 
achieved through a global 
campaign to immunize 
every child with the oral 
polio vaccine (OPV). Since 
the late nineties, the polio 
vaccine has been delivered 
to children in endemic 
countries through mass im-
munization campaigns, 
known as National Immuni-
zation Days (NIDs).  
 
In addition to immuniza-
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malaria and other 
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partnership for  
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MDG 4:  Reduce child mortality 

Target:           Reduce by 2/3, between 1990 and 2015, the under 5 mortality rate. 
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and better sanitation are further key 
ingredients. 

Education of women and men is also 
integral. Survival rates for children of 
mothers with at least secondary edu-
cation are twice as high as those for 
children with less educated mothers.  
 
Exclusive breastfeeding up to 6 
months and then appropriate intro-
duction of digestible, nutritious solid 

tion, expanding equitable access to 
health care, neonatal care, expanding 
post-partum support, having emer-
gency obstetric care available, provid-
ing netting for beds, availability of 
antibiotics for pneumonia,  and tak-
ing oral rehydration salts for diarrhea 
are further steps to preventing early 
deaths.  

Improvements in public-health capa-
bilities, including safe drinking water 

foods after 6-months, could prevent 
up to 20% of deaths. Optimal birth 
spacing of children could reduce  
deaths up to 19%, as seen in India.   
The causes of early childhood deaths 
may not necessarily be diseases, but 
ignorance by caregivers as to the se-
verity of the illness.  
 
Source: “Why do the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals Matter?” Brochure and 
www.UNICEF.org. 

  MDG  Resources and Further Information 
 § www.unmillenniumproject.org 
 § www.millenniumcampaign.org 
 § www.undp.org/mdg/countryreports2.html (progress reports) 
  § www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/2015 
 
    View slide shows  
  § www.earth.columbia.edu/audio_slideshows/mdgs 
 
    Extensive listing of MDGs websites 
  § http://condor.depaul.edu/~pszczerb/MDGs.html 

 

“The test of 

the morality of 

a society is 

what it does 

for its 

children.“ 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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MDG 4   Take Action 
 
4 Stay informed of crucial news affecting children, via a e-newsletter, emergency alerts and ways to help on 

from SaveThe Children at www.savethechildren.org 
4 Visit the World Volunteer Web at www.worldvolunteerweb.org/mdgs.html. This site documents how volunteers 

worldwide are contributing to the achievement of each of the MDG goals. 
4 Sign up for a monthly newsletter from Oxfam.org 
4 Visit the UNICEF site for an update on their direct work on the MDGs at www.unicef.org/mdg/  

4 Help fight malaria by donating $10 for one insecticide treated bed net.  See the Millennium Promise at 

www.millenniumpromise.org 
 
4 Visit http://www.savethechildren.org/newsroom/2005/save-the-children-joins-wgbh.html. For donations ranging 

from $25-$250, persons can purchase a “Child Survival Pack”. Save the Children, CARE,  PBS, Vulcan Pro-
ductions and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have joined forces in the Rx for Child Survival™ campaign 
to help save the lives of millions of children in the developing world. This pack includes: 

 

 *  Vaccinations to fight childhood diseases, including measles and tetanus 
 *  Vitamin A and other micronutrients to help fight infection and prevent nutritional deficiencies 
 *  Oral rehydration packets to help reduce diarrhea-related illness and deaths 
 *  Antibiotics to fight pneumonia, and anti-malarial drugs 

 *  insecticide-treated bed nets to stop mosquitoes that carry malaria 
 


